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Two Early Nineteenth Century
Overseas Emigrants From Näfels,
Kanton Glarus, Switzerland:
Walter Marianus Hauser
and the Colony at Red River, Canada*
by Susanne Peter-Kubli

Walter Marianus Hauser (1777-1850) was a member of

Näfels’ elite society that had gained its wealth and prestige from the
foreign military service of Swiss and occupied important public offices
in the Canton. At the start of the nineteenth century, that group increasingly lost its importance. While its social prestige endured and its
members such as the von Müller, von Bachmann, and von Hauser continued to use their titles of nobility, their economic base, that is highly
paid officer positions in foreign military service, had disappeared.
Walter Hauser, son of a military officer and of a Landammann,
the highest cantonal official, also tried his luck in foreign military service, but without success. For a time, he was a teacher in the town of
Münchenbuchsee. In 1804, he had returned to Näfels and took over the
southern half of the parental home, the Hofstatt, and managed the estate. He was intensely interested in agriculture, tried to promote it, and
made experiments such as the planting of trees like the sweet chestnut.
His ties with Conrad Escher helped him to gain the position of secretary at the Linth Enterprise.1
* This is a translation of Chapter Three: “Das frühe 19. Jahrhundert—Ziele in Übersee”
in Susanne Peter-Kubli’s book In Alle Herren Länder. Die Auswanderung aus Näfels,
1800-2000 (Herausgeber: Freunde der Geschichte von Näfels, 2019), 61-89.
1
Christoph H. Brunner, Glarner Geschichte, 504 ss.

1
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As farmer and Linth
Secretary, Hauser could
manage all right, but
something appeared to
be missing. When in
1820 an inquiry of Rudolf Gottlieb von May
reached him, Walter
Hauser, who had already
considered emigration
to Brazil, seized the
opportunity. His employer Conrad Escher,
however, thought that
he would only advise
a younger man to emigrate because the valley
of Glarus offered few
opportunities. “But at
Walter Marianus Hauser. Portrait by Vikour age, when strength
tor Schneider, 1842. Source: Brunner, Glarner
steadily
diminishes,
Geschichte in Geschichten, 514.
even for our tasks at
home, I would say that
emigration is too foolhardy . . . stay in the beautiful, happy, if modest
fatherland that at our age may not be replaced by anything.”2
Hauser, then age 44 years and a set gentleman in the view of
the time, was not to relinquish his plan due to Escher’s well-meant
advice. In his reply of March 15, 1821, he lists the reasons that led
him to emigrate, and also touches on the hopes he has for the new
homeland.
2
Rechenbuch, copy Davatz, 58. Also: Thürer, Collectanea, booklet 80, 23: Letter of Conrad Escher, February 22, 1821. The excerpts from the then lost Rechenbuch
seem to have been made by Jakob Gehring and were supplemented by Albert Müller. In
the 1990s, they were copied on the suggestion of Conservator Jürg Davatz. In 2002, the
original of the Rechenbuch was found again and given to the Freulerpalast where it is
preserved under number 7378. See Brunner, Glarnergeschichte, 509. A copy of Davatz
is available in the Archive of the “Freunde der Geschichte von Näfels.”
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Hauser’s Request for a Testimonial in French and the Use of the
Predicat “von Huser.” Letter to Conrad Escher of March 5, 1821.
Source: Zentralbibliothek Zürich, FA Escher vG 162.111.

“The Linth could not have chosen a better advocate to discourage me from my decision, known to you already before, if it were not
already irrevocable.” The death of two people on April 29, 1818, “who
alone had made the burden of most unpleasant family conditions lighter,” had made him leave the fatherland forever.
He explained to Escher that he had spent a whole year preparing his emigration to Brazil, but something had always intervened.
When he learned about a planned Swiss colony at the Red River in
Canada, he took the opportunity:
“I did not care to whereto I would move, once I had decided to tear myself from my people forever. I signed up as a
common colonist. Not long after that step, Captain von May
of Utzendorf, the authorized agent of Count Selkirk, offered
me the position of a leader of the first transport of colonists
under most honorable and advantageous conditions, an offer
which I accepted more for the calming of my relatives than
on my own volition. The one imposed condition is, however,
that I should return in 1822 to Switzerland again to report
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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reliably to the governments about the evolution of the new
colony, and that thereby the new settlement might gain trust
and advancement. In case heaven keeps me healthy, we will
see each other after a very long journey truly quite soon, and
should I then again decide to remain in the home valley, then
my whole remaining time of my life shall be dedicated forever
to the Linth, . . . from which alone to depart I find difficult.”

Further, he assures Escher that he would faithfully do his duty
until the day of his departure that had been set for the end of April. He
had also been on the lookout for a possible successor. Hauser recommended a Mr. Zwicky of Bilten for protocols and daily business.
In turn, Hauser asked von Escher to give him a corresponding
recommendation that was to open doors across the Atlantic:
“As to the requested testimony, may I ask you to write
one by your honored hand provisionally in French that would
especially state that I have concentrated on the art of measuring and on hydraulic engineering; because I have been
informed that if I were knowledgeable in these subjects, I
would be of much use to the new colony. The quality of character is besides, as you know, a principal requirement to find
one’s advancement among good people in the world. As to
form, I put the matter wholly in your hands, but I merely
wish that it be sealed by your family crest—and the addition
von Huser; that in this foolish world means so much.”3

In this letter, Hauser points out that he had not lightly made the
decision to emigrate. He now made his way into the New World as Walter
“von Huser” and provided with a testimonial in French and marked by
the Escher seal. He had also thought about a small reinsurance. Should he
return, he would devote the rest of his life to the Linth Enterprise.

Lord Selkirk and the Colony at the Red River
In 1811, the Scottish Lord Thomas Selkirk (1771-1820) bought
some 115,830 square miles from the Hudson Bay Company at the Red
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, FA Escher vG 162.11: “Letter of Walter Hauser to
Conrad Escher” of March 5, 1821.
3
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On November 1, 1821, the Swiss colonists finally reached the mouth of
the Red River, where they are welcomed by the Saulteaux. Watercolor
by Peter Rindisbacher. Source: Library and Archives, Canada.
River4 to settle Scottish small farmers there. The first Scottish settlers
arrived the following year. Although the constant struggles between
the two rival fur trade companies, the Hudson Bay Company and the
Northwest Company, had been resolved, the region remained unstable,
and from the start the settlement failed to have a strong and efficient
administration. In 1816, Selkirk engaged former soldiers of the Regiment de Meuron,5 to have proven fighters at hand in case of the outbreak of new hostilities.
Rudolf von May (1778-1848) who was part of the “de Meurons,” as they are called in Canada, returned to Bern to get settlers in
In 1818, the territory situated south of the 49 parallel was apportioned to the
American states of Minnesota and North Dakota, and the northern part to the Canadian
provinces of Alberta and Manitoba.
5
Infantry Regiment under the command of Colonel Charles Daniel de Meuron
(1738-1806) of Neuchâtel, that kept its name also after his death. It numbered several
hundred Swiss soldiers. After service in Ceylon, Cape Town, on the Iberian Peninsula
and Malta, the regiment was sent to Canada, and was dissolved after the War of 1812
between the United States and Great Britain. Part of the Swiss soldiers returned home,
about 100 stayed in Canada, half of them settled at the Red River. See Jack M. Bumsted, Thomas Scott’s Body and Other Essays on Early Manitoba History (Winnipeg,
2000), 58. On the de Meuron Regiment, see also Maurice Vallée, Le Régiment Suisse
de Meuron au Bas-Canada (Drummondville, 2005).
4
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Switzerland for the Red River Colony on behalf of Lord Selkirk. In
1820, he composed an advertising leaflet in French and German that
was distributed in Cantons Bern, Geneva, Neuchâtel, and Vaud.6 Agent
Stefan Herkules von Salis-Maienfeld (1877-1849), who was officially
in charge of recruitment, also contacted Glarus at least by letter; but
whether he did it also in person, is not documented. Soon he was to
relinquish his position, and Walter Hauser took his place.7
Lord Selkirk died in 1820. His brother-in-law, the banker Andrew Colville (1779-1856) and legal guardian of the still under age
heirs of Selkirk, became the governor of the Hudson Bay Company
and director of the Red River Colony. Letters between von May and
Colville show that prospects of the future were not as rosy as von May
had presented them in his tract. Yet he asserted that all the data he had
presented were true, and that “all the promises made to the colonists
would be kept truly, faithfully and honestly. As truly as he, May, hoped
to be saved, all he was sending to the Red River could expect to meet a
future of contentment and happiness.”8
But after von May had been informed by the returning Bernese officer Friedrich von Graffenried9 that the settlement was not well
situated, had insufficient forests to provide building materials, too few
bison to provide the needed meat, and almost no tools, and further that
the morale of the colonists already living there was not good, von May
too came to doubt the undertaking. Being confronted by these objections, it was now Colville’s turn to play down all the difficulties, as for
Kurze und wahre Übersicht aller Vortheile, welche ein Ansiedler in der Kolonie
des Rothen Flusses, in Nordamerika gelegen, zu erwarten und zu geniessen hat. A copy
has been preserved at the University Library of Bern, MUE Laut 245.1.
7
Around 1930, Paul Thürer could inspect the papers of Walter Hauser that at
the time were in the possession of communal secretary Victor Hauser. In Collectanea
80 and 81, there are copies of several of letters from the Red River colony that contain
valuable data about Hauser’s journey and the settlement.
8
Quoted after Thürer, Collectanea, 81, pp. 22 ss.
9
“In June, many trees have no leaves, the potatoes are frozen in the ground, plus
winter lasts for nine months in the colony, and for three months in the tropical heat with
mosquito plagues:” Friedrich von Graffenried, “Sechs Jahre in Kanada 1813-1819,” in:
Jahresbericht der geographischen Gesellschaft von Bern, 1890, 116 ss. Yet von May
had written in his prospect that winter on the Red River “was like that of our mountain
valleys and was lasting four to five months, yet summer is more beautiful, warmer and
drier than ours”; von May, Kurze und Wahre Übersicht, 2.
6
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instance declaring that the needed wood could be cut upriver and then
brought to the settlement.10
Despite these objections, von May, who was stationed in Bern,
and Colville, who was living in England, came to an agreement and
further promoted the undertaking. According to conditions listed in the
advertisement, each colonist was to pay 10 Louis d’or in advance and
11 Louis d’or after five years of arrival in the colony, in addition to five
percent interest.11 In return, Selkirk’s successor paid for the transport
and board of the settlers from Rotterdam to Hudson Bay and from there
in river boats to the colony, where according to the advertisement 300
families had already settled. The new arrivals would be housed there
in already-built dwellings, and in part also receive victuals for the first
winter. Each family would further receive 100 arpents, that is 84.5
acres, of freely chosen land at a moderate price.

Departure and Journey
On May 10, 1821, the first transport of some 170 emigrants
was ready to depart Kaiseraugst, a town located at the Swiss border in
Canton Aargau. They were accompanied by Rudolf von May to Dordrecht in the Netherlands as well as by Walter Hauser, who was to serve
as leader and observer, to take note of all experiences of the journey as
well as of the first months in the colony, and to forward the report to
England and Bern. Hauser himself mentions in a letter to Escher that he
was to return the following year to Switzerland, to organize a second
transport, and to accompany the settlers to the colony. In case he should
also settle in the colony, he would also receive 100 arpents, that is,
about 84.5 acres.12
The group, consisting mainly of families and individual people
from Canton Bern and French-speaking Switzerland, traveled on boats
down the Rhine River to Dordrecht where they made their last purchasBumstead, 62.
See von May, ibid., 7: Each passenger, women and men, above age 16 had to
pay 21 Louis d’or children between ages 10 and 16 years, paid 15, and of these 7 in
cash; and children between ages 2 and 10 years, paid 11.
12
One arpent equals 0.4 hectares.
10
11
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The Wellington before departure from the Port of Dordrecht, May 30,
1821. Watercolor by Peter Rindisbacher. Source: Library and Archives,
Canada.

es and boarded the three-master Wellington to sail to the Hudson Bay.
Hauser kept a diary, made sketches, and sent extensive periodic reports.
Apparently, only excerpts made by Thürer as well as the 100+ page ledger called Rechenbuch seem to have survived; the latter contains data
pertaining to the Red River Colony, especially Hauser’s varied expenses.
There were two people among the colonists whose reports provide insight about their lives during the crossing and during the Red
River settlement’s first years. Rudolf Wyss returned after a few years
to Switzerland where he published the story of his Canada venture. The
other was 15-year-old Peter Rindisbacher,13 who proved himself as an
Peter Rindisbacher (1806-1834) went with his parents and siblings to the Red
River colony. He made numerous sketches and paintings about the journey, the Red
River colony and later his stay in the U.S. The family moved to Wisconsin in 1826.
Peter settled in St. Louis. See Alvin M. Josephy Jr., The Artist was a Young Man. The
Life Story of Peter Rindisbacher (Fort Worth, Texas: Amon Carter Museum, 1970); Fred
Lindegger, Bruder des Roten Mannes. Das abenteuerliche Leben und einmalige Werk
des Indianermalers Peter Rindisbacher (1806-1834) (Solothurn: Aare Verlag, 1983).
13
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accomplished draftsman already on the Wellington, and also later as an
prominent artist who painted indigenous people and life on the frontier
during his stay in Canada and his life in the United States.
Before Rudolf von May returned to Bern, he was provided with
written confirmation from some of the settlers14 that all was in the best
of order as to the travel provisions. He also wrote in detail to the Hudson Bay Company, announced the arrival of settlers, and explained the
task that had been given Walter Hauser as a “Commissarii.”
“This letter as well as a detailed list of the party and
a set of copies of the printed and stamped engagements of
the Settlers will be delivered by Mr. De Huser, a Gentleman
of the highest respectability, of excellent character, & many
talents, who by Mr. Colville’s orders goes out as Commissarii to govern and conduct the settlers to Red River, he is
a particular friend of mine, and I take the liberty to recommend him most particularly to your notice. [. . .] he is to be
kept free of expenses according to the Bank of a gentleman,
he is to stay the winter at Red River, the next Spring he is to
be sent down to Hudson’s Bay, have free passage provided
for him to England, from where Mr. Colville will send him
to Switzerland, where he is to publish a general report of the
State of the Settlement.”15

In case Hauser’s report was positive, von May was hoping that
also several hundred well-to-do settlers would decide to emigrate to
Canada. In 1823, Hauser would accompany the second group to the
colony and get settled there himself. Von May further requested that
Hauser would be treated courteously and be given the management of
the colonists since they were already quite fond of him.
Once the Wellington had left the port of Dordrecht on May 30,
it sailed along the Dutch coast. Once in the open sea, most colonists
suffered from seasickness. “From there on,” Wyss wrote, “we moved,
rather creeped, like drunks, and nobody was able to offer the other a
14
The thank you note appeared June 21, 1821, in the Schweizer Bote and, according to Bumstead, 69, also in the Berner Wochenblatt of June 30, 1821.
15
National Archives Canada MG 19, E 5, Vol. 2, 431s, English version of the
letter of Rudolf von May, dated May 24, 1821. The original was possibly in French in
which von May was proficient.
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helpful hand. But the sailors who were not stricken by this malady
helped us in our misery in any way they could.”16 Difficulties derived
from the bad drinking water and the strongly salted meat further increased thirst. Passing the northern coast of Scotland, the Orkneys as
well as the island of Pomona and Greenland, the boat reached the Hudson Bay after 12 weeks. Now the Wellington was accompanied by two
boats of the British Navy, the HMS Prince of Wales and the HMS Eddison.
At its entrance, the emigrants encountered ice for the first time
that greatly slowed moving on. It also meant some distraction and entertainment as passengers could reach one of the other boats on foot
thus allowing mutual visits. The captains of the three ships, furthermore, as well as Walter Hauser, went on a chase of ice bears, but with
little success as Rudolf Wyss observes in his account.17 At the beginning of September, Walter Hauser himself looked back in detail and
described moments that revealed fear and terror:
Walter Hauser’s Report to Rudolf May
York Fort in the Hudson Bay, 3rd day of September 182118
I am using the first moments of my less urgent tasks to send you
the promised report about our journey and the state of the colonists.
Our ocean voyage lasted 12 weeks, that is just as long as I had already
calculated it at Dordrecht, but I wasn’t believed. We made the 1,700
hours from Dordrecht to the Hudson Straits in four weeks. However,
we had such good wind that we often made five hours for several
days.19 We saw the first ice on June 26. At the island called Resolution20 that lies at the entrance of the straits, we encountered so much
Rudolf N. Wyss, Reise nach dem Rothen Flusse in Nord-Amerika, dortiger
Aufenthalt und Rückkehr ins Vaterland (Bern 1825), 9.
17
Ibid., 13.
18
Thürer, Collectanea 81, 44 ss. Thürer was not sure whether the addressee was
Colville or von May; it was probably the latter.
19
One Knoten equals one sea mile per hour. By good wind, the Wellington made
about five sea miles per hour or 9.26 kilometers.
20
Uninhabited island southeast of Baffin Island.
16
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Meeting of the boats in the Hudson Bay. The piles of ice allowed mutual
visits. Water Color of Peter Rindisbacher. Source: Library and Archives, Canada.
of it that our captain found it advisable to await the arrival of the
two company boats, the Prince Wallis and Edison, that were to have
joined us at the Scottish coast. A first peril threatened us at this region
that seemed to have been transformed into unforeseeable fields of ice
and where one fog seemed to rival another to make our journey to the
Hudson Bay more difficult. Around midnight of June 29, the top of
an iceberg that was towering high above the water, crashed like an
avalanche onto our boat. Luckily, most of it had been thawing, and
it broke up with a shattering roar on the deck and without creating
any damage. After this event, I established a ship’s watch among our
colonists and kept myself each night a four-hour watch until we arrived at the coast of the Hudson Bay. It would be too much to tell you
all about our stay on the ice and to present you the whole content of
my diary. All significant circumstances in addition to the drawings, I
will place before you on my return to Europe.
After a stay of 16 days in the region of the perilous island of
Resolution, we finally discovered with great relief the mast of the two
company boats. On July 15, their Captains Davedson and Bell anchored
besides us. The same day we also saw not far from us the two discovery
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11

14

et al.: Full Issue

June 2020 SAHS Review

12

boats of Captain Parry21 who is similarly known in Germany and who
has wintered during last year 150 hours before the mouth of the Copper
River, until now the most northern stream. It is a most rare view to see
five three-masters together in this ice region. From now on we sailed
with company boats, and every evening anchored together in the ice.
The previous cold did not diminish even in early July that was already
causing chilblains. But becoming used to them made them bearable.
Our boats were now in the region of Upper de Savage,22 where we barely avoided perishing at one of the false islands. The next day our boat
and the Edison clashed twice. Ours lost a cross bar of the deck mast.
The arrival of an unusual number of Eskimo boats was certainly less dangerous than the cliff islands we had just left behind. But the
intrusiveness of the savages could only be scared away by blind shots.
A day later, the Prince [of Wales] met with disaster. It was towards
three o’clock in the morning on July 23 when David Monier23 who
had relieved me from the watch, saw a large iceberg rushing toward
that ship that was anchored barely nine Faden [17 meters] from us.
Immediately, Monier screamed for the crew. There was no answer. A
few minutes later, we saw sailors in shirts jumping into the water. The
iceberg, the mass of which was as hard as granite, had smashed into the
Prince’s side wall.
As I inspected the tear at the right side of the ship, it was
about ten feet long and five feet broad. It was barely above the water. A good part of the load was now brought over to the Wellington
which consequently sank two feet deeper into the water than it had at
departure from Dordrecht. Captain Davedson rewarded the help of the
colonists with rum, good zwieback, and fish. We had barely completed
our transfer, when the next day about 3:00 in the morning the emergency cries of our sailors called us all on deck. The first sight was an
ice mass larger than our boat that stood barely two Faden length [3.77
meters] on the ship’s left side. Every moment we expected the demoReference to “HMS Hecla” and “HMS Fury.” Sir William Edward Parry (17901855), an English navy officer, explored the northwest passage. In 1819, he was near
Baffin Island and Lancaster Sound.
22
Upper Savage Islands on the Hudson Street.
23
David Monnier, a colonist from Canton Neuchatel.
21
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lition of our boat. But this time too, our dear God visibly protected
us, because there was not the least wind. The outstanding presence of
mind of our captain, together with our efforts fearful of death, made
it possible to escape once more this greatest threat during our whole
journey.
Our journey continued through an unusual amount of ice, the
repeated hard hits of which seriously damaged our ship. We also passed
through constant fog that prevented us from recognizing our companions
until we reached the island of Mannsfield24 where Captain Bell with the
Edison departed from us and steered northeast toward the Company’s
Moose Fort. We had now spent more than one month on the 200-hour
long stretch of the straits. We finally spotted the coast of the Hudson Bay
on August 16, and threw anchor two hours from Fort York.25
On August 23, we finally disembarked since we were previously prevented due to the fog and unpleasant wind. At that moment,
it was 12 weeks that had passed since our departure from Dordrecht.
The exquisite human kindness, care, and skill of Captain James Fullbister, who made this voyage for the first time, as well as of the other
two ship officers Combien & Jokuson will not be forgotten. We are
leaving our good leaders with them. Similar thanks are also due to Dr.
Todd. It is our strongest wish that this noble man will accompany us
to the Red River. By the efforts of this Mr. Governor, four boats with
76 colonists could leave for their destinations already the first of this
month.
Three days after their departure, I received the news that the
boat in which the Rindlisbacher families26 and [??] were traveling had
sprung a leak, and they were forced to leave many items of their baggage. I was informed at the same time that this year’s water level was
unusually low, and less than half our baggage could be taken along.27
Therefore, I required the baggage for each boat to be diminished by
100 hundredweights [50 kilos] and made arrangements to preserve the

Mansfield at the entrance to the Hudson Bay.
Fort York or York Factory was a trading post established at the Hayes River in
the late seventeenth century.
26
Sources give the name as Rindlisbacher, but the family name is Rindisbacher.
24
25
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In order to circumvent the rapids, the settlers were required to carry
their boats over land. Water Color by Peter Rindisbacher, October 1821.
Source: de Courten, p. 25.

rest in the local warehouse where it could be fetched the next year. My
departure with the remaining five boats will occur, I hope, tomorrow,
and we will, according to minimal calculation, make the 370 hours in
33 days, arriving at Fort Douglas about mid-October.
I conclude my condensed faithful travel description with the
repeated remark that you will receive a circumstantial report after my
return to Europe. It remains that I write something about our colonists.
I could fill several pages with their characterization and the resulting
deeds, should I find time for it—only the most needed though as a
guideline for the future. Those colonists whom I got to know right
at the beginning as good and honest people, have remained so until
now. Several who appeared as good, however, have shown themselves
not very advantageous during our journey. The Rindlisbacher, Richard, Zimmermann, Wyss, Flot[r]on, widower Aeberli, and Widower
Fournier families behaved excellently. While still on the ship, Ligier
had already planned to move to the United States and was recruiting
Girard, Schirmer, Robert, Longchamps, and Gilbert. Upon our arrival
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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at York Fort, he behaved so badly that Mr. Harry found it necessary to
hand over this disturber of the peace with his family to Captain Fullbister who, for a compensation of 20 doubloons, let him go on land
without cost not far from Quebec, where he was free to go wherever he
wanted. Girard paid for his folly by death which he suffered due to his
bestial drunkenness to which a gang of Canadian villains had seduced
him already the day after his arrival in York Fort. I let him be interred
the Christian way and inventory taken of his belongings. The available
money of 100 francs together with the few belongings, I handed over
to our governor, and his papers are in my custody.
Wyss from Bern was sick most of the time during the ocean
voyage because of the debauchery of his weakened body. If he continues in his habits, his money will not last him any further than the Red
River.
Piaget’s body, too, will soon move to decay. He has consumption to the highest degree. I did not miss out at having him cared for
so that he may quietly await his dissolution at York Fort. Lamblet will
take care of him.
The Ebersol boy died from tooth illness already on June 24, as
well as a newborn boy of Jonas Jorise Guinand.28 This demise has been
replaced by the birth of two boys that belong to carpenter Weiss.29
Hope for a further increase of the colony derives from pairs
married by Mr. (Chaplain) John West in York Fort: Alfred Quinche
with Marie Monnier, Julien Lusier with Margreth Grimm, and Jean
David Tissot with Salome Knechtli. Katharina Bünzli, however, has
given up her marriage intent with Ludwig Engel and has kept herself a
free heart.
Only a few of our people were free of seasickness. Myself and
Peter Rindlisbacher may count themselves among the latter, and my
health is better than ever. But the salted food is hard on the children.
According to the prospect, 11, each adult was allowed 150 pounds of baggage
free of charge; those ages 10 to 16 were allowed 40 to 80 pounds, and those ages two to
10 years old were allowed 15 to 30 pounds.
28
See Antoine de Courten, The Swiss Emigration to the Red River Settlement in
1821 and Its Subsequent Exodus to the United States (Victoria B.C., 2009), 107.
29
Hans Weiss from Baden, Germany.
27
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It was a great disadvantage that no flour and better bread were distributed. As good as the other articles of victuals had been, so bad was
the zwieback, full of mixed-in bran with mold in several pieces. In the
rations that had been mentioned, 10 pounds of beef had been noted,
but merely five pounds for 12 persons were distributed. Most of our
colonists missed clothing and beds, neither did they get soap for washing. This resulted in a hardy supply of lice.
Altogether, the supply for future emigrants demands many
items of which our people had not thought to bring. The conditions,
together with bringing morally good people, who above all need to
be provided with a good clergyman, is the main requirement. Without
these indispensable items, the colony would only experience damage.
[. . .] I take the liberty of submitting my wish to you rather to wait to
send a second transport. The move into a land from which one will
return, but with difficulty, is one of the most important events of life.
It requires, therefore, the [most] possible care of the leader, should it
correspond to the given demands.
If I had foreseen the difficulties of my assignment, of which
I am now clear, I would never have assumed this mission. The only
thing that supported me until now in my position is the excellent
honorable treatment that I have been awarded everywhere; it reconciles me with my new vocation and that fills my heart with warmest
thanks.
I am closing this letter that I had started already five days ago
and could only finish today. Should I die on my return journey that my
contract demands, my mind will leave its cloak with the knowledge to
have faithfully done the task given me as it behooves a man of honor.
But should it be God’s will to guide me happily to Switzerland, count
on the unchanged attitudes with which I have left you, and with which
I have the honor to sign your devoted servant
							W.v.H.
Hauser essentially played the role of an observer and seldomly
acted as a leader, yet he was acknowledged as such by his contemporaries. The Englishman Nicholas Garry in the service of the Hudson
Bay Company describes a divine service in his diary:
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“Sunday Sept. 2nd [. . .] Divine Service at 11 by the Rev. West.
All the Swiss Settlers, who are (with the Exception of seven) Calvinists, attended, and all the Officers and Servants of the Company, nearly 200 People. [. . .] Mr. De Husser, though a Catholic,
was present, showing a tolerant Mind and excellent Judgement.”30

		
Garry greatly appreciated that the Catholic Hauser attended
this service while the other Catholic, Governor Alexander McDonnel,
stayed away. When Walter Hauser left Fort York with the second transport some days later, Garry was sorry to see him leave, and thereby
suffer the loss of a short but most valuable acquaintance:
“Mr. De Husser accompanied the Colonists and I do not
in my Life ever recollect in so short an Acquaintance to have
regretted so much a Departure, and to this Regret was added
much Anxiety for him in the Certainty of his Sufferings; for
with his feeling and excellent Heart the Misery of his Countrymen will be a constant Source of Heart Bleeding and painful
Feelings. [. . .] He appears to be a Gentleman admirably fitted for the Situation, a Countenance that bespeaks honourable
Feelings and a most enlightened Mind, a Nobleman and related to William Tells Family, whose Costume he wears, which
is most becoming.”31

Garry was much impressed by Hauser’s knowledge, his education
and multilingualism (German, French, Italian), his definiteness in dealing
with the colonists, his force of persuasion, and also his kindness of heart.32

Arrival and the First Winter
Hauser, who had written his report on September 21 in Fort
York, had the worst yet to come ahead of him or, as his compatriot
“Diary of Nicholas Garry, Deputy-Governor of the Hudson Bay Company from
1822-1835: “A Detailed Narrative of His Travels in the Northwest Territories of British
North America in 1821,” in: Royal Society of Canada (1900), 157: https://archive.org/
details/cihm_06955.
31
Hauser’s specially made clothing included: A caput in dark brown, a mantle
with collar, a cap, waistcoat and bustle pants as well as a felt hat, a beret, and black
gloves of chamois leather. Whether he was related to William Tell would require verification. See Rechenbuch, copy Davatz, 61, and Brunner. Glarner Geschichte, 508.
32
Garry, “Narrative.”
30
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Rudolf Wyss observed: “Now the true misery got started.”33 There
was a three-week trip upward along the Nelson River which turned
into torture due to the low water level requiring the boats to often be
dragged over stones. Also, much baggage had to be left behind that
later was missed. Nicholas Garry who witnessed this upriver trek of the
colonists felt sorry for their fate. Because the river boat had no roofs,
all passengers were exposed without protection to both the wind and
the rain. Garry reproached von May for choosing the colonists more in
view of numbers than on the basis of their fitness as future colonists.34
Finally on November 1, the colonists arrived at the mouth of the
Red River and, as Hauser had observed in his Rechenbuch, made a journey of no less than 4,836 English miles.35 The timing was most unfortunate. Winter was ready to arrive. Although in his letter of February 24,
Colville had informed the governor of Fort Douglas about the arrival of
the Swiss colonists, the letter had been sent to Montreal and from there
had been sent by land and water to Fort Douglas where it arrived only
a few days before the colonists.36 Therefore, there was not sufficient
time to provide the promised food and lodging. To make matters worse,
swarms of locusts had destroyed the harvests the previous two years
so that the Scottish colonists and the “de Meurons” were barely able to
provide for themselves. They could only accommodate some of the new
arrivals. Interestingly, it was families with daughters who especially
found a welcome. It was only a few weeks later that a sizable group of
Swiss women married the former soldiers. At times, it was possible to
exchange meat for other items from the indigenous people living in the
region. About 65 people, mostly younger ones in good health, moved
further south to Fort Pembina where they lived for the winter.
Available sources do not specify where Walter Hauser spent
the winter, but he as well as Wyss tell of colonists whose toes or fingers
Wyss, Journey, 18.
Garry, “Narrative,” 162. Garry’s accusation was justified. Already in 1818, von May
had borrowed 6,000 livres from his relatives to create an établissement in Canada—the reason he
demanded an additional head tax from each colonist. In the following years, he was unable even
to pay the interest on the loan. Perhaps to avoid the creditors, von May remained abroad in places
such as Paris, Dresden Vienna, and Vichy. Burgerbibliothek Bern, mss h.h. XXXVI 40 (13-26).
35
Museum des Landes Glarus (MLG), Freuler Palast, sign. 7328: Rechenbuch,
Original, 457.
36
Bumsted, 67.
33
34
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The interior of the colonists’house sketched by Peter Rindisbacher. It is possible that based on the Bernese dress of the woman that Rindisbacher drew
his own family. The uniform coats point to previous members of the “de
Meurons.” Source: de Courten, 37.
became frozen. The Swiss colonists survived the winter only with the
assistance of the Scottish colonists, the “de Meurons,” and the indigenous people.
“Finally, the snow began to melt and vanish,” Hauser reports,
“and the women went to gather acorns and rosehips from the wild rose
bushes, and by using buffalo fat, they were able, to prepare a nourishing if not quite tasty dish.”37 At the beginning of May 1822, the
colonists who had stayed for the winter at Fort Douglas met with those
who returned from Fort Pembina and attempted to break ground using
unsatisfactory tools, and sowed the little seed they had. But instead of
a zest for action, discontent and frustration was dominant among the
Swiss. On the advice of “Commissairs Monsieur de Huser” 19 of the
37

Rechenbuch, Copy Davatz, 64 s.
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colonists signed a petition with the Governor of Fort Douglas. They
pointed out the lack of building wood and cattle, and declared that they
would establish a Swiss village upriver near Fort Pembina in order to
assist each other.38
A few weeks later, a second petition followed on July 8
that Hauser had written himself. It was addressed this time to John
Halkett, executor of Lord Selkirk’s testament. The mood among the
Swiss had further deteriorated. As they pointed out at the beginning,
not only had they trusted the promises of von May and his prospect,
but the Swiss authorities had believed them and, therefore, de May
permitted to recruit them. But now they had arrived in a region that
did not offer a successful future, and they wished to leave the colony
and migrate south to the United States. They asked for boats, navigators, and interpreters and, above all, that the baggage of the colonists
that was still in Fort York be sent to them: “Gentlemen, we also ask
that you would be concerned that our packets still at York Fort and
Fort Rock [Rock Depot] will be sent to us as soon as possible as had
been promised by the Governor. On behalf of de Flotron, Monnier,
Richner, Rothenbühler, and Symon in the name of the Swiss colonists listed below. Gauthierd de Huser.”39
Walter Hauser not only carefully inspected the land and its
economic possibilities. Thürer’s Collectanea also contained a list of
colonists that likely Hauser had compiled. In his assessment of the settlers, some were unsuited to be colonists. For example, watchmakers
had the wrong profession while others had character deficits.40 On July
21, 1822, there were 154 of the original 173 colonists settled at the
Red River, based on the list. Some had passed away or had preferred to
move south to the United States. Of those who remained, 53% hailed
from Canton Bern, 33% from Canton Neuchatel, 2% each from Cantons Geneva and Vaud, and 10% from Germany.
As for occupation, 26% were farmers or vintners; 16% artisans
such as carpenters, joiners, turners, and mechanics; 16% were watchCopy of the petition in French in Thürer, Collectanea 81, 27.
Ibid., 28 ss.
40
According to Bumsted, fewer than 60% of the colonists came up to Hauser’s
expectation as to their moral and character traits.
38
39
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makers; 9% in the health professions such as physicians, apothecaries,
veterinarians, and midwives; while others were merchants, teachers,
weavers, saddlers, smiths, bakers, or tanners.
In his response to the petition submitted to him, Halkett politely pointed out to the Swiss that he had seen von May’s prospect
only some days ago, and that the heirs could not be held responsible for
the “exaggerated and simple minded data of that gentleman.” Leaving
the colony, furthermore, was not possible because at that date many
colonists were in debt. He promised to take care of the baggage. As to
the promised, but still not delivered, cattle he gave the assurance that
a further transport of cattle was on the way from the United States,
since two efforts during the last two years had been unsuccessful (in
that both herds had perished on the way).42 During the following years,
colonists continued moving south. In 1826, some 250 Swiss and “de
Meurons” left the Red River settlement, after heavy storms and inundations had destroyed their homes.43

Hauser’s Return to Switzerland
Walter Hauser left the colony in the summer of 1822 and returned to Europe. He reached London about October 22 where Colville
paid him 20 liv. sterling (some 500 francs). Serious illness delayed his
immediate further journey and required further expenses. In November, Hauser reached Paris where he again spent several weeks and sent
Colville a detailed accounting as well as an exhaustive report about
the Red River settlement.44 Hauser reached Bern on January 5, 1823,
where he immediately met Rudolf von May and gave him a report.
The latter was upset by the “miserable situation of the poor Swiss
Colony at the Red River that I had described as inevitable.”45 But he
41
Courten, 113, is uncertain whether the list was done by Hauser or had been
commissioned by him. According to Thürer, Collectanea 81, 51, also the papers of
Hauser contained such a list but without attributions concerning character.
42
Collectanea, ibid., 30 ss.
43
Bumsted, 76: “As a case study in what could go wrong with an early, wellfinanced settlement venture to the Canadian prairies, the story of the Swiss and Red
River is hard to beat.”
44
Rechenbuch, original, 459; copy of Davatz, 66.
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thought that he was not responsible for the outstanding bill and told
Hauser once more to approach Colville. The latter declared that he was
prepared for a compensation of 420 francs (while Hauser had requested
2,452 francs) under the condition that Hauser would forgo any further
demands.46
According to the agreement, Walter Hauser was to have assembled a further group of emigrants on his return to Switzerland. The
colonists had given him letters that he brought to Neuchatel and St. Imier. “The expectation of those who had remained in Switzerland about
the new-found luck of their relatives and friends now in America was
so great that I could have gathered a second transport of a few thousand persons of both sexes, had I hidden the truth that the letters that
I brought along faithfully contained which, however, people did not
want to believe at most places. I was only able with much difficulty to
heal the poor blinded people of the valleys of La Chaux-de-Fonds and
St. Imier of their delusion. My final delightful success is now the most
comforting reassurance, and has reconciled me with the unspeakable
sufferings of this American journey, as well as with the English hardheartedness.”47
Hauser was especially rankled by the “English,” actually
Colville’s, hard-heartedness who readily paid an annual tax of 50
Liv. Sterling for his hunting dogs, while only offering the ‘”miserable price” of 17 Liv. to him, who had faced “three times mortal
danger” and suffered because of his through and through “gnawed
away health.”48
Hauser was clueless how he should master his future life.
Therefore, he joyfully accepted Conrad Escher’s offer to employ
him again as Linth secretary. But he was not to meet his employer
and friend Conrad Escher again. Escher died March 9, 1823. At the
end of April, Hauser left Bern, where he had “taken lodging at a
colonist’s mother,” and returned at the beginning of May to Näfels.49
45
46
47
48
49

Rechenbuch, ibid., 458.
Ibid., 459; Davatz, 68.
Davatz, ibid.
Ibid.
Rechenbuch, Original, 460.
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He was elected to the school board of the commune as well as to
other offices.50 In 1828, at age 50, he married Josephine Emilia Müller who was 22 years his junior. Walter Hauser died in 1850, and thus
had survived his Red River adventure by 27 years.

Hauser’s Legacy
In the winter of 1822/23 when Walter Hauser returned to Switzerland, he not only brought letters back to Switzerland, but his baggage also contained a significant number of “American memorabilia.”
A list that he had made in Bern in 1823 offers details about origin,
material, form, and usage of the 23 items listed below, and even information about their owners. In the introduction, he explains his motivation as a collector:
“Given the unexpected misery that heavily burdened us
until my return voyage, I found enough comfort in scientific
observations, yet less time to register all objects of interest as
to natural history that are so plentiful in all respects in this
very remarkable land. What I have gathered in this regard will
in time be made known to the public, as I herewith present to
friends of natural history an explanatory list of those Indian
memorabilia that were collected with much difficulty.
1. Earth from the Red River
2. Two buffalo skins tanned the Indian way
3. A pair of horns from a young male buffalo
4. A horn from a buffalo cow
5. A skin from a black bear
6. An Indian horse saddle used on trips and the buffalo hunt
7. The dried skin of a “Störfish”
8. A “Calumet,” an American Indian peace pipe
9. Two American Indian tobacco or separation pipes
10. A common American Indian stem without a head of a
		tobacco pipe
11. Necklace of an Indian warrior of the Sautoux conqueror
		
nation residing on the Red River
Hauser served as police commissioner, was a member of the communal council, the inspection court, member of the Klosterschule council, bread-weigher of Näfels’
communal assembly; see Rechenbuch, Davatz Copy, 74.
50
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Hauser’s Verzeichnis [List] der amerikanischen Merkwürdigkeiten,
April 26, 1823. Source: Burgerbibliothek Bern.
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12. Bows, arrows, and quiver of the North American People
		
of the Sautoux
13. Bows, arrows, and quiver of the North American People
		
of the Sioux
14. Javelin of the Sioux
15. A pair of American Indian summer shoes, worn by
		
colonists at the Red River
16. A pair of American Indian winter shoes, worn by
		
colonists at the Red River
17. A pair of hunting pants of Elk skin
18. A winter collar of buffalo fur
19. A winter belt of buffalo fur
20. Birch bark form Lake Winipeck [Winnipeg] from
		
which Canots [Kanus] are made
21. Sand from Lake Winipeck
22. Small sea weed basket of the Eskimo of Labrador
23. Diverse buffalo wool of the 1., 2., and 3. class.”51

For each of these items, Hauser gives a more or less detailed
description that also shows how this Glarnese perceived indigenous
people. Under number 13, he writes this about the Sioux:
“The Sioux Indians, the previous original inhabitants
of the Red River and therefore the mortal Enemies of the
Sautoux, and no friends of the colony, are a beautiful kind of
people with large expressive eyes covered by long eyelashes
and as well by long black hair flapping far down their back,
and they are of a defiant manner. More warlike than the Sautoux, despite their high stature they still have like the former
the flaw of small limbs that gives especially younger Indians
a womanish look.
With them, too, feather ornaments demand a commonly
shared appreciation. Their coloring, being more varied than
that of the Sautoux, consists of a deep red over the whole
body that, by the way, as to whiteness nears that of Europeans. Around the eyes many of them are tattooed white.
Besides the scalping knife, they usually carry bow and arrow that not only look much better than those of the Sautoux, and with them they also shoot farther. The Sioux speak
51
They are also called Salteaux or Ojibwe and their language belonged to the Algonquin groups. About 1800, they were settled on Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg. For
the native peoples of the northern Western Hemisphere, see Bruce Trigger, ed., Handbook
of the North American Indians (Washington, D.C., 1978), 604 ss, 743 s, and 768.
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Inuit family drawn from nature by Peter Rindisbacher, 1821.
their wholly own language that is totally incomprehensible
to the former, and due to the use of its many vowel sounds is
very melodious. Their leaders enjoy an outstanding prestige
among the peoples and their order of war caused my admiration.”52

Hauser searched for the familiar in the foreign, for similarities
with Europeans, and stressed, not merely in passing, the “large big
eyes” and the white color of the skin. With the Inuit of Labrador, he
discovered little similarity and renders, therefore, a harsh judgment:
“The Eskimos on Labrador are small diminutive people
of a dark complexion and faces without a spirited expression, with tightly hanging down black hair greased with
train oil and snow white teeth. Among the many savages
that I saw I discovered as a rarity but one older man with a
stubbly beard around mouth and chin.

52
Burgerbibliothek Bern, Mss.h.h XVII.276 (1): “Verzeichnis der von dem
rothen Fluss in Nordamerika mitgebrachten Natur-Merkwürdigkeiten, erstellt am April
26, 1823, von Walther Hauser von Näfels,” p. 8.
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Hauser purchased from this man the basket of dried seaweed
mentioned above in No. 22. He continues:
“The female sex is like the men remarkable for its ugliness that is heightened by the women’s loose dropping
breasts and at times bluely tattooed eyes. Their dress is almost like that of the men; their hoods, in which they carry
their children, are much larger and round.”

Hauser shows an open mind as to practical matters. Although
he finds their appearance less than attractive, he admires the agility with
which the Inuit steer their narrow canoes that are made of fish bones and
sealskin. They have “a small double oar that has on each end the form of
a longish shovel, and at its rim is covered with bones and driven through
the waves and the ice; they row in turn on one, then on the other side
of the canoe.”53 Hauser was also impressed by their attire such as the
watertight legwear and their boots made of sealskin. When he realized
advantages over European clothing, he did not hesitate to purchase it as,
for instance, exchanging his Bauschhosen with pants made of elk skin.
“Among the many kinds of stags on the Red River, the
elk animal Alces is remarkable by its horse-like height and
broad antlers. Its meat is dense and good; the tongue is a true
treat. Its wide skin surpasses any other deerskin in quality,
that of the buffalo not excepted, and it is therefore sought after mainly for shoes and trousers. The trousers I had brought
along I wore like the other colonists during my stay at the
Red River and on my return journey to Europe.”54

A note in Hauser’s Rechenbuch of July 28, 1830, indicates that
the Bernese officer “Lieutenant Frey of Veltheim” had been involved
in the transport of those items to Switzerland and for his expenses as to
Hauser’s “American Memorabilia” was paid 37 florin, 43 shilling, and
5 batzen by Fridolin Josef Landolt.55 The list given above is today in
the Burgerbibliothek in Bern. It is, unfortunately, not clear, however,
where the items have ended up.
53
54
55

Ibid., 13 s.
Ibid., 8.
Rechenbuch, Original, 198. Waagmeister Landolt of Näfels served as the courier.
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Commissioned Superior Officer Karl Jodokus von Müller
and the “Plantage Suisse à Ilhios en Brésil”
Karl Jodokus (Jost) Müller was born 1789 in Näfels and originated from the same social class as Walter Hauser. Since his older
brother was paid to work in the English military, the younger Jodokus
also chose the same path. Schooled only in rudimentary fashion, he
moved to England at age 16. Here he attended officers’ school in Lymington,56 but was transferred the following spring to Gibraltar where he
was to join the von Roll Regiment of which his brother was already a
member.57
After ten adventurous years in which he experienced battles in
Egypt, captivity, enslavement, being ransomed, and a return to his regiment, Jodokus Müller left his military career and returned to Näfels.
Because he was a member of a prominent family of Näfels, his military
career was now followed by a civilian political one. He was elected to
the cantonal council, a position, however, that he disliked:
“. . . because I realized that it was nearly impossible to
convey to the top officials a better spirit. Everywhere I encountered a small-minded self-interested spirit and a decline
of the leading families.”

After the turbulent war experiences abroad, life in the paternal
house in Näfels was to him, as he writes in his Lebensschicksale, rather like life in a monastery.58 Following the advice of an uncle, Müller
unsuccessfully applied for the position of a federal military secretary.
Remaining unmarried with few ties keeping him in the homeland, he thought of finding a compatible occupation abroad. He unAn important seaport in Hampshire, and also an important military station at
the beginning of the nineteenth century.
57
A Swiss regiment owned by Ludwig Robert von Roll (1750-1813) was in English service in the Mediterranean, and dissolved in 1816.
58
“Die Lebensgeschichte des Obersten Karl Jodokus von Müller. Von ihm selbst
erzählt.” Typoskript, 17. The original has been lost. According to Thürer, Collectanea,
Heft 168, 25, the original had been last with Müller’s niece Ida von Müller an der Letz
in Schwyz. A copy made by her is in the possession of Georg Müller-Harder. A second
copy was made by Paul Thürer in Collectanea, Nachträge, 33 ss. In 1952, it was published verbatim in SJW-Heft, 442, with the title “In fremden Diensten.”
56
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In Fremden Diensten.

Source: SJW-Heft
No. 442, 1952.

dertook several trips through Switzerland and met several sons of patricians who, like him, had been in the foreign military service, but
were more or less unable to find suitable positions and looking for new
challenges. Without further ado, four of them59 decided to emigrate to
Brazil and establish a plantation there, but sources about that enterprise
are sparse. There were two 1821 entries in the journal Der Erzähler
59
The Erzähler mentions only three former military people as does Müller’s obituary in the Neue Glarner Nachrichten of February 14, 1865. The copy mentions four:
Müller, May, Frank, and Wild. Their first names have been listed as in the version of the
Glarner Volksblatt August 31 to September 20, 1954. From where Müller-Landolt got
this information is uncertain. The Burgerbibliothek Bern certifies Rudolf von May (17871843) and Gabriel Wild (1789-1878). The latter had been a colonel in Dutch service and
is listed in the Burgerbuch of 1869 as a previous plantation owner in Brazil. On a note
attached to the Lebensschicksale, the names Rusillon and Fischer are also mentioned.
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[The Narrator], and the above-mentioned life story written by Jodokus
von Müller, that allow at least in a general way to describe the founding
and evolution of the project.
Jodokus reports:
“I grasped all the more readily the opportunity to escape my unsatisfactory situation as I hoped to find in the
rich still underdeveloped land a congenial occupation and
thereby elevate our family. In the solitary situation of my
present life, I had studied the conditions of that land and
gained data from numerous books. I also thought that working in agriculture was for me most suitable.
Grandfather General and my brother Nikolaus approved my plan and assured me of a monetary contribution.
In a few weeks, the society named “Plantage Suisse a Ilhios
en Brésil” was formed.
The preparations for our departure already revealed the
immense difficulties that were involved in the founding of a
plantation in a tropical land: artisans had to be hired, tools
of all kinds acquired, home appliances purchased because
in the to be opened region such necessary items were not
available. But we were young and full of energy. Having
participated in the angry wars of the last decades, we were
unafraid of any dangers.60 The commercial firm de Meuron
of Lissabon, that possibly also had a branch in Rio de Janeiro, made the purchase of 500 hectares possible.”61

The group also included Schüpbach, a Bernese carpenter, and
his family. They all embarked on September 30, 1820 at Vlissingen.62
The journal Erzähler reports on April 27, 1821:
“Towards the end of the last year, three former military
men of Bern and Glarus landed in Bahia who for a start want
to pursue agriculture with native people and, if successful,
to build an even more solid base for a colony.”63
From von Müller’s Lebensschicksale, 18 ss.
Glarner Volksblatt, August 31 to September 20, 1954.
62
Southwestern port city in the Netherlands.
63
Der Erzähler, a political journal of St. Gallen from 1806 to 1852, No. 17, dated
April 27, 1821. It had been founded by Karl Müller-Friedberg who also edited it until
1831. It is possible that Jodokus Müller sent his reports for publication from Brazil to
his relative in St. Gallen. See https://www.e-newspaperarchives.ch.
60
61
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The east coast of the Federal State of Bahia. West of S. Jorge dos Ilheos
are the two parallel Engenho and Cachoeira Rivers. Source: 1832 Map

done by John Arrowsmith, David Rumsey, Historical Map Collection, available on the Internet.

On July 13, 1821:
“. . . The three friends have executed their common project with good support and not without significant capital. . .
. . . They embarked on a kind of sparonade [?] for the district Ilheos (small islands) that as to size gives only a little way
to that of Switzerland. The town of Ilheos is inhabited by 2000
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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whites, blacks, and mulattoes and is compared to our villages
a miserable place, but as to market and connections with Bahia some 40 hours distant not without importance. After some
searching around, the three finally found suitable lands:
They purchased two earlier already inhabited fertile and
for coffee plantations well suited stretches of land that also
had areas planted with Cocos trees along the Engenho River,
near the Taip, possibly half an hour long, and called St. Trinidade and Joao Domingo. The purchase price and fees for
the change of hands rose to 363,000 Reis (960 Reis equals
six French francs).64 For a start, they purchased only seven
negroes, among them two women; the cost was 16,000 Reis
per head. They accomplished the cutting of trees with the
help of Indians who are better for this work. They hope on
the basis of several examples that their toil will not remain
unrewarded.”65

As Jodokus reports:
“The plantation covered an area of several hundred
miles. It stretched from a navigable stream, the Cocharica,
that empties into the ocean not far from the city Santos. Farther west it bordered the Jpirango [Ipiranga] River, the Red
River of the Indians. It was situated in a hot, though not
unhealthy climate. We started work with incredible effort.
With the help of a Bernese named Schüpbach, a carpenter,
and with purchased black slaves, we established the needed
buildings, cleared the primeval forest, and planted small coffee trees that we had first rooted in pots. By the sixth year,
all had wonderfully grown and a magnificent plantation of
30,000 Mocca bushes had emerged.
We also planted beans that were a desired trade article,
and established a cotton plantation. We had already made
plans on how we could process cotton in the country itself.
We built a saw mill at the Itahi River (Rio Itahe) which rushes from the mountains with a rapid descent to the Cocharica
and which was destined for the processing of the wonderful
wood of the primeval forest. After the coffee had been har64
The price for a slave was about 1,000 French francs. In comparison: In France,
a smith earned 2 francs and a factory worker earned 1.50 francs. One liter of milk was
13 cents; a kilo of bread, 30 cents; see Paul Paillat, “Les salaires et la condition ouvrière
en France a l’aube du machinisme (1815-1830),” Revue économique (1951), 769 and
773.
65
Der Erzähler, No. 28, July 13, 1821.
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vested, it had to be dried. For that purpose, the fruits were
put on the terreiros, on surfaces covered by granite plates,
and exposed to the heat of the sun. Then the harvest was
brought to the Cocharica and shipped to the mills where the
fruit was freed of its shell and browned in order to be sent
from there into the world.
I may state that we had done great work in a short time.
All would have been great if the Topayos Indians—the Diablos de la Selvas or the forest devils—would not have bothered and damaged us. Unfortunately, Wild and I became ill
with malaria that we had acquired in the hot humid climate
of Santos. After we spent considerable time in the La Misericordia Hospital in Rio, we had to return home. To this
day, the malady has still not totally left me. Under these
circumstances, we decided to sell the plantation to a Dutch
firm. Because of the climate, the place would not have been
suited as a place of settlement for the people of my village.
The invested capital of 70,000 fl. [florin] tripled within a few
years. Thus our work has still been worthwhile.”66

Karl Jodokus Müller returned to Näfels in 1828. He was living
with the family of his brother Nikolaus in the house at the Letz and
served his home commune in various offices.67
					~ Translated by Leo Schelbert

66
Lebensschicksale, 19-21. See also the enlarged version of J. Müller-Landolt in
Glarner Volksblatt, August 31 to September 20, 1954.
67
See Jodokus Müller’s detailed obituary in the Neue Glarner Zeitung of February 14, 1865.
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Schiffe verlassen den Hafen von Le Havre. Foto um 1856/57 von Gustave le Gray (1820–1882).

(www.risdmuseum.org)
Ships leaving
the Le Havre, France, harbor in 1856/57. Source: Gustave le

Gray photo, 1856/57; www.risdmuseum.org.

90

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

37

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 56 [2020], No. 2, Art. 11

From Näfels to the United States:
Emigrant Portraits From a Town in
Switzerland’s Canton Glarus*
by Susanne Peter-Kubli
Fridolin Josef Feldmann—
A Conscientious Objector in Minnesota
Only a few, and mainly quite confusing, details are available
about Feldmann’s life in Näfels and also about the date of his emigration. It derives, in part, from the fact that two people by the same name
were living in Näfels. Both were butchers by profession and both had
married women by the last name Müller.1 Checking the marriage and
baptismal records of Näfels finally clarified the matter.
It is certain that Feldmann was married by 1845 to Maria Elisabeth Müller from the town of Walenstadt. They lived in Näfels until the
birth of their first child in 1846. Two years later this was not the case
anymore. The protocol of the Military Commission noted that Caspar
Josef Gallati, Caspar Fridolin Leu, and Fridolin Josef Feldmann, all
three in local compulsory military service, had “left the battalion in
a wantonly and most highly punishable manner, and thus qualified as
* This is a translation of Chapter Four: “Die Jahrhundertmitte—die klassische Auswanderung nach Nordamerika” in Susanne Peter-Kubli’s book In Alle Herren Länder.
Die Auswanderung aus Näfels, 1800-2000 (Herausgeber: Freunde der Geschichte von
Näfels, 2019), 90-113.
1
Fridolin Josef Feldmann, born 1817, is listed in the genealogy under No. 103.
According to the baptismal register, only the 1846 born son, baptized in emergency,
was of Feldmann’s marriage to Maria Elisabeth Müller. Children later mentioned such
as Kaspar, born 1852, and Maria Josefa, born 1854, were from a second marriage of the
namesake Fridolin Josef Feldmann, (Gen 90).
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formal runaways” during the last military tour of duty.2 They were all
mandated immediately to present themselves; however, this was in
vain.
Therefore, the Military Commission identified the disappearance of the three men as a “more serious offense” that would fall under
the jurisdiction of the Criminal Court in line with paragraph 117 of the
Military Code of 1840. The case should have actually been adjudicated
by the Federal War Tribunal, but Battalion Commander Trümpy had
neglected to mention it in his report.3
One may only speculate about the reason that had led the three
to desert. Desertion during the Sonderbund War of 1847 was a quite
frequent offense. Deserters especially among the Catholics would
mention that it was primarily fear or religious concerns which led them
to desert.4 Since none of the three men from Näfels could be located,
they became subject to an official search warrant.5
Three years later—meanwhile, the federal state had been established—a citizen proposed that those Glarnese who had committed
political crimes should receive full amnesty. The proponent reasoned
that, since “peace and quiet now reigned in the immediate and general
fatherland, and that conditions thereby could be significantly strengthened, if trespasses that had been committed were being forgiven, and
the reconciliation between previously hostile parties was envisaged.”6
Although Cantonal Councilor Hauser supported the proposal
at the Cantonal Assembly, he requested that the “amnesty of the sovereign” be awarded only to those who deserved it and not to those who
Protocol of the Military Commission of March 9, 1848, LAGL, AAA 6/99.
Ibid., April 8, 1848. – Balthasar Trümpi from Ennenda was promoted to Commander of the Landwehr Battalion. LAGL, AAA, February 11 (435), protocol of the
triple Landrat of June 28, 1847. The reference may imply that the three men had left
the Battalion in November 1847 at the time of the Sonderbund War. According to the
Amtsblatt, Feldmann was declared as “unknown absent from the canton.” Gallati was
reported there likewise and bevogted, that is assigned a supervisor, on January 8, 1848.
4
Bruno Steiner, Die eidgenössische Militärjustiz unter General Dufour im Sonderbundskrieg 1847/48. Ein Forschungsbericht zur Entstehungsgeschichte der modernen schweizerischen Militärstrafrechtspflege (Zurich, 1983), 239 ss.
5
LAGL, AAA, March 13, Protokoll of the Criminal Court, April 18, 1848.
6
LAGL, AAA, March 11. Landratsprotokoll of January 22, 1851, as well as
Memorial of the Landsgemeinde, p. 7.
2
3
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The Feldmann farm about 1920. To the left the new large stable, to the
right the residence which has been enlarged since first built. Source:

private archive of Jeff Miller.

were too proud to request it. Cantonal Councilor Dr. Tschudi argued
similarly and referred explicitly to the “deserters of Näfels.”7
A significant majority of the cantonal assembly accepted the
proposal of the Cantonal Council. Gallati and Leu stayed in Canton
Glarus, while Feldmann and his wife had meanwhile emigrated to the
United States. In 1855, Feldmann was rehabilitated and awarded all his
earlier civic honors and rights.8
Like the other emigrants from Näfels, the Feldmanns chose St.
Louis as their first destination where their first son Michael was born.
The family moved from there to Carver County, Minnesota, where they
lived for several years. They managed a farm or at least owned land.9
7
Glarner Zeitung from May 14, 1851, (Gen. No. 40) Schmid Kaspar Fridolin
Leu (1819-1887) married in 1852 Maria Magdalena Breuss from Altenstadt, Voralberg.
Later the family resided in Canton Glarus (Gen. No. 183). Carpenter Kaspar Josef Gallati
(1818-1888) was declared free from supervision (entvogtet) at the end of August 1851:
Amtsblatt, August 30, 1851. In 1852, he married Maria Elisabeth Glaus from Rufi.
8
Amtsblatt, February 10, 1855.
9
According to the Minnesota Territorial and State Census of 1857, the family
had then two children, six-year-old Michael and one-year-old Mary, later others. Feldmann’s first name is erroneously listed as Ferdinand. See www.ancestry.com.
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About 1864, the Feldmanns settled in nearby Hennepin County
not far from the Eden Prairie settlement. The farm near the Minnesota River was well situated, had sufficient pasture, a lake, and its own
spring. Feldmann and his sons were raising cattle as well as cultivating
wheat, corn, and alfalfa (clover), and were managing a large garden.
By tradition, the elder Feldmann had been an expert, successful farmer
who had especially mastered the art of heaping up sheaves and was assigned that task during the time of threshing.10
Fridolin Feldmann was apparently also an aggressive type. Because he could not stand one of his daughters-in-law, he was known to
have made her life difficult and even spread an evil rumor so that her
brother promptly sued him. The evil slander turned out to be costly.
The district court supported the plaintiff and forced Feldmann to pay
$1,000.11
When Fridolin died in 1889, the farm was taken over by his son
Joseph (born 1867) who managed it with his siblings until 1942. At the
end of the 1890s, it totaled about 251 acres and was the fourth largest
farm in the area.12
Today, only a few barely visible foundations remain of the
Feldmann farm in Hennepin County, Minnesota. A good part of it is
now a nature and recreation reserve for people to enjoy.13 Another section has been built up. The farmhouse that Feldmann had built with its
open (in the 1920s covered) veranda has been moved some miles away
to a new location. At the present, the “Eden Prairie Historical Society”
is considering placing a marker at the original location.14

“Fred Feldmann seemed to really know the art of properly stacking grain, so he
was always given the honor of stacking the grain at threshing time.” Marie Wittenberg
kindly provided the information from Hennepin Public Library, Minneapolis.
11
When the first child of Michael and Katie Feldmann-Dorsch was born, Feldmann Sen. declared that not his son, but Katie’s brother John Dorsch, was the father: St.
Paul’s Daily Globe, 29.4 and 4.5.1887: http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/hub.
12
Two of the seven children, Fred and Mary, remained single, while Michel got
divorced, and the three resided on the farm. Reference kindly provided by Jeff Miller,
Eden Prairie, a descendant of Fridolin and Elisabeth Feldmann-Müller.
13
The “Richard T. Anderson Conservation Area,” named after a local politician.
14
Reference kindly provided by Jeff Miller.
10
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Kaspar Anton Landolt (Kentucky) and
Josef Fidel Müller (Texas)—The War of Secession
The American War of Secession in the nineteenth century that
threatened the dissolution of the United States, also involved Glarnese
immigrants. At the beginning of 1862, some 40 volunteers were recruited from New Glarus and its environs.15 These may not only have
volunteered for military service because of the pay, but also because
they identified with the new homeland in which they had been living
for some years already, and some of them had been born in the United
States.
Assuming, that news from the war would also interest Glarnese,
some of who might have followed them with apprehension, newspapers
occasionally published reports that were submitted. Among them is a
detailed description of the “American War Troubles (Kriegsleiden).”
The author was an immigrant from Näfels, who had settled in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Although not named, words in the text seem to
refer to the cooper and brewer Kaspar Anton Landolt. He had been
living in Tiefenwinkel near the town of Mühlehorn and emigrated to
the United States in 1854. The native commune Näfels supported the
emigration of Kaspar Landolt and his wife Elizabeth, born Feldmann,
and their two children, the three-year-old Kaspar and the newborn
Katharina, with 300 francs.16 They arrived in New Orleans on March
24, 1854. First the family moved up the Mississippi River to Louisville
and finally to Elizabethtown.17 There, Landolt managed a small brewery, whether by himself or with others is not known.
Elizabethtown was founded in 1797 and, after it became connected in 1854 to the Louisville–Nashville railroad line, it expanded
economically and prospered. In the Civil War, Elizabethtown became
a focus of hostilities, and in December 1862 suffered from a clash between attacking Confederates and Union troops. In the middle of it,
Kaspar Anton Landolt wrote on New Years Day 1863 to Glarus:
15
16
17

Neue Glarner Zeitung, January 3, 1863. Volunteers are listed with origin and residence.
LAGL, PG Näfels IV.B.01.07 Gemeinderatsprotokoll from March 26, 1854.
Birthplace of Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), some 70 miles from Louisville.
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“Two years ago when South Carolina cut its ties with
the Union, only a few anticipated the destructive storm that
would break out like lightning. Although a dull storm cloud
had depressed the whole political situation, and we saw on
occasion a keen lightning and heard the rolling thunder of
revolution, only a few suspected the strength and force, and
to what extent, it woul soon break out—at least those who
were called to quiet the storm.
In March 1861, we had commonly and seriously assumed that in about 60 days it would have passed without
a trace; but now in 1863 more than a million persons are in
arms and needed to decide who was to rule: the highest law
and legally expressed will of the majority, or the anarchistic
capriciousness of some who are trying to build an anarchy
on the ruins of the previously so powerful and proud republic. We do not know when the end of this world-historical
struggle will be—as we did not know two years ago.
Yes, two years have passed in which nothing but calamity and misery have gone by. I never imagined what war
meant, but woe to those who must experience war, especially a civil war in which father rises against son, the son
against the father, and brothers against brothers, to kill like
Cain and Abel. Is it not a true misery?
Yes, soon two years will have passed since the war began, and there is still no hope for peace. There is still one terrible battle after another and still no decision. It costs money
and people causing one’s hair to stand up, and the levies are
so large that they reach over the ears. We thought quite often
of you, that you would go to sleep many a night worrying
about us; you don’t do it for naught.
The war hits us very hard as we are living at a very bad
place, right on the main thoroughfare where most military
troops need to march past. In one week, they took from us
46 pigs, 8 quarts of welsh corn,18 10 cords of hay, 26 sacks
of malt belonging to the malt house19 in Louisville for each
of which I had to pay one dollar, 21 cords of wood, 26 chick-

One quart equals 20.72 liter; Welschkorn translates to maize.
Louisville attracted numerous German immigrants including some Swiss families. Already in 1850, there were six breweries in Louisville, five were managed by
German immigrants. The first malthouse was started in 1861. See Herman-Wiley Ronnenberg, Material Culture of Breweries (New York, 2011); C. Robert and Victoria A.
Ullrich, Germans in Louisville. A History (Charleston, 2015), chapter 11. Both works
are available on the internet, but without page numbers.
18
19
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History Hour on Cemetery Hill in Elizabethtown, Kentucky—place of
a battle between the Union and Confederate troops. Source: Available on
the Internet.

ens, seven Welsh chickens,20 four woolen bedcovers, kitchen
utensils, etc. You cannot fathom what worries and fears we
had to endure.
There is no week—sometimes no day—that we are certain
that everything will be burned; many dwellings in town have
been cut to pieces. Many people lead a miserable life; food is
terribly expensive; and there is no income; 100 pounds of flour
cost 20 to 25 dollars (not sure), one quart of potatoes costs 2
to 3 dollars, one pound of butter costs 2 dollars, and sugar and
coffee are not at all available. Many people are brewing rye
together with barley and make coffee with it. Pieces of clothing are also expensive. One pair of boots costs 20 to 25 dollars
and a pair of shoes costs 10 to 15 dollars.
Thank God we are not in distress, we have three good
milk cows and, if necessity demands, we still have calves
or sheep to butcher, and between 80 to 90 pigs. We are still
able to satisfy hunger and have two horses by which we can
earn money. We manage the brewery by ourselves; when the
railroad is in operation, we may make quite good deals; but
20

Turkeys.
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we never know when suddenly rebels may come and burn
the bridges, and such is happening quite often. The Union
constantly offers work to bridge builders.
How I wish we could celebrate this New Year’s feast
with serenity and joy, but at many a festive table numerous
dear relatives or family members will be sorely missed;
many a dear mother will shed tears about her deceased beloved son; and many a family will weep for the father who
has died in the struggle for liberty and right. But, hopefully, their blood has not been spilled in vain. We wish and
hope that the new year will fully crush the snake of rebellion und bring us back peace with all its blessings. We hope
that the humiliation that this country must endure with this
war will be the last humiliation for us, and that the great republic will emerge rejuvenated and strengthened from this
fight.”21

The December 27, 1862, encounter at Elizabethtown ended
with the defeat of the much smaller group of Union troops. The people, with the exception of Kaspar Landolt, sided with the Confederates and celebrated the troops of General Morgan as liberators. They
served the soldiers whisky and distributed Christmas cookies.22
Landolt, according to data given above, was well situated, but
only had a short time to enjoy the newly-strengthened “great republic.”
He died at 43 years of age in October 1865 only a few months after the
end of the war. His widow married Jakob Kurz and later Joseph Recks23
in a third marriage. They lived for a time in Newport near the border
of Ohio. She died in 1905 in Houston, and was buried in Somerville,
Texas.
Son Kaspar, who was born in Canton Glarus in 1851, had
primarily taken evening courses to obtain his formal education, and
worked during the day as a painter in Newport. He became independent and moved in 1878 to Cottelsville, Missouri, and, finally,
to Somerville, Texas, together with his younger brother, William,
Neue Glarner Zeitung, February 24, 1863.
Tim Asher, “John Hunt Morgan’s Christmas Raid,” www.hardinkhistory.org/
morgan.pdf.
23
Francis W. Johnson, A History of Texas and Texans (1914), Vol. 3, pp. 15501552: https//babel.hathitrust.org.
21
22
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born in 1862. Both were involved in business owning farms, a hotel, a feed store, and as builders certainly expanded the area. It is
reported that Kaspar had built some 60 structures of all kinds in
Somerville, and that around 1914 he owned the most real estate and
paid the highest taxes. He was the first mayor of Somerville, served
on the school board, and was president of the local bank. 24 Kaspar
passed away in 1924, and William died three years later. Both had
children.
In early September 1968, William’s son, Casper “Cap” Landolt (1904-1987), visited his Glarnese commune of origin and asked
Joseph Müller, an employee of the Cantonal Archive, and Albert Müller, conservator of the Freuler-Palace, about possible relatives. These
officials immediately organized a “Landolt-Reunion” held on KilbiSunday at the Freuler Palace. There “Cap” learned about the economic
situation in the mid-nineteenth century that had motivated his grandparents to emigrate. In turn, “Cap” described in English—translated
by a Glarnese exchange student—the life of the Landolts in Texas and
promised to create a summary of the Landolt-clan.25 Whether it was
accomplished and sent to Näfels, is not known.
The War of Secession also touched the life of Josef Fidel Müller. He was the son of a carpenter with the same name and early experienced what it meant to grow up in strained circumstances. In the spring
of 1847, his father had to declare bankruptcy and to have his belongings auctioned. Among these were “various items such as: bedlinens,
bedframes, copper and earthen wares, two joiner benches, various carpenter utensils, various wood and planks besides various household
items.”26 In the fall of the same year, the family announced its departure, but at first things didn’t seem to be working out. In December, an
unusual time of departure, the time had arrived. The family of carpenter Fidel and that of his brother-in-law, the weaver Franz Müller, departed from Näfels, taking a loan of 18 doubloons or about 250 francs.
Their financial means had been used up already before their arrival

24
25
26

Ibid., p.1551.
Glarner Volksblatt, September 11, 1968.
Amtsblatt, March 6, 1847.
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Birdseye view of New Orleans—a lithography of a painting by John
Bachmann, about 1851. Source: Library of Congress.
in Le Havre; therefore, they were not allowed to go on board until the
municipality of Näfels paid the transport agency the missing sum.27
Finally, they began their ocean journey to New Orleans on the
boat Espindola. While Franz and his people settled there,28 Josef Fidel
and his family moved on to Nacogdoches, Texas. It had been a Spanish mission in the eighteenth century, but in the nineteenth century, it
grew with the arrival of both Americans and Europeans to the largest
settlement in the environs, and soon became an important place of
entry into Texas. Texas had joined the United States three years before
27
Amtsblatt, December 6, 1848; A. Müller, “Ein Auswandererschicksal aus dem
alten Näfels”: Glarner Volksblatt, October 31, 1962. According to municipal accounts
of 1859, Franz Müller owed Fr. 341.45 plus “5% interest”, i.e. Fr. 17.07, thus Fr. 358.52,
but minus Fr. 25.00 for his Tagwen apportion, thus Fr. 333.52. By the end of 1878, Müller’s debt had decreased including interest to Fr.74.27; see LAGL, IV B2.70.1.
28
Census records of 1850 and 1860 indicate that Franz and Magdalena MüllerMüller and their children were living in New Orleans. There two more children were
born, Martha Magdalena in 1850 and Julia in 1852. Franz Josef Müller died November
26, 1877, in New Orleans; see www.ancestry.com.
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Confederate Veteran Josef Fidel
Müller, about 1910. Source: www.
ancestry.com.
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Balthasar Josef Leu was a Union
Corporal in the 40th Missouri Regiment. Source: www.findagrave.com.

the arrival of the Müllers.29 The region was mainly agricultural, and
slavery was common. In the 1850 census, father and son are registered
as carpenters, and perhaps also managed a small farm. Shortly after
their arrival, Fidel’s wife Franziska passed away. In 1850, he married
Magdalena Schwitter who had also come on the Espindola. In June
1851, Fidel Müller asked for citizenship that was granted in August
1855.30
At the father’s death in 1857, the oldest son Josef Fidel Jr.
became the head of the family that had grown by three half-siblings
from the father’s second marriage.31 When the Civil War broke out in
1861, some 1500 volunteers from the Nacogdoches District entered the
See http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/documents/Chapter_1_Nacogdoches_History.pdf
30
Stephen F. Austin State University, East Texas Research Center, Nacogdoches:
Courthouse records box-0034, Box 19, folder 2.
31
1860 Census Records; named are Frederick, age 7; Albert, age 6; Carolina,
age 3: www.ancestry.com.
29
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military service. Carpenter Josef Müller was among these volunteers
joining in the fall of 1861. It seems, however, that he did not serve in
the army, but was engaged in the production of arms.32
Josef Fidel Jr. married the American Sarah Anne Carroll about
1865. They had five children,33 and some of their descendants are still
living in Texas today. Once Fidel returned to civil life, he operated an
arms-making and repair shop. He also tried his hand at building new
machines; and in 1873, he patented at least two of his projects, a driving engine as well as a hay and cotton press.34
On August 16, 1907, fire broke out in Nacogdoches and destroyed the Methodist Church. In addition to other buildings, the fire
also destoryed Josef Müller’s armory and cotton press.
By the end of the nineteenth century, veterans of the Confederacy received pensions. Perhaps that fire may have led Josef Fidel
Müller, meanwhile 75 years of age and having lived in Texas for 60
years, to unsuccessfully apply for a soldier’s pension in 1907, and
again in 1909, when he was successful. Because he had served for
three years in the war, he was paid an annual pension retrospectively
to 1907.35

Fred Schwitter in West View, Pennsylvania
In many respects, Balthasar Fridolin Schwitter’s life corresponds
to that of a “self-made man.” Born in 1847 in Näfels where he grew up,
the trained silk dyer decided at barely 19 years of age to emigrate to the
United States. After arriving in New York, he moved to Pennsylvania
The request for a “Confederate Pension” dated August 16, 1909, reads: “The
said Joseph Muller enlisted in the ordinance department of the Confederate government
in the fall of 1861 and was detailed from Clark’s County and made arms for the Confederate government until almost close of the war.” Application for Confederate Pension
Number 16149 Joseph Muller, Nacogdoches, Texas; entry in www.ancestry.com.
33
Mary Magdalena (1865-1897), John (1866), Josef Frederick (1873-1955),
Robert Franklin (1875-1936) and Julia Elizabeth/Lizzie (1879-1968); entries in www.
ancestry.com.
34
U.S. Patent Office: Official Gazette, February 4, 1873, and October 14, 1873:
http://www.leeannlavender.com/gen/jfmuller1.html.
35
The pension amounted to $61. Texas State Library and Archives Commission;
Confederate Pension Payments Amounts 1899-1928: www.tsl.texas.gov.
32
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Fred Schwitter (1847-1909),
likely taken when he
got married. Source: Private
Collection, Ron Yochum.

where he found work on a farm near Pittsburgh. A few years later, he was
employed by James Andrew, a regionally well-known bridge builder.
The $6.00 per month pay did not quite suffice, however, so Fred/Frederick, or Fridolin as he now identified himself, looked for a more lucrative
job. About 1871, he began transporting milk in a two-wheel hand wagon
into neighborhoods. From his savings, he bought four milk cows and
developed a small but lucrative business selling milk.36
After 10 years, he bought property outside Allegheny City,
owned 75 acres, and changed from a modest house to the “Schwitter’s
Mansion” in West View, today a northern part of Pittsburgh. The farm
“Sweet Home” and its owner have been identified as follows: “The
farm covers 75 acres, that is some 30 hectares and, since owned by
Schwitter, has evolved into one of the most impressive properties of
the county. For 30 years, it provides people of Allegheny City37 with
milk and cream that are always of highest quality.”38
36
From the obituary of Fred Schwitter in Pittsburgh Press, March 18, 1909:
www.ancestry.com.
37
This was an independent city until 1907 when it was incorporated into Pittsburgh.
38
“This farm contains 75 acres and since it came into his possession, it has become
one of the finest in the county. During the 30 years that he has been a purveyor of milk and
cream to the people of Allegheny city, he has never allowed his goods to depreciate, and its
dairy is known all over the county for the purity of its products.” See Memoirs of Allegheny
County, Vol. 2 (1904), 366s. https://archive.org/details/memoirsofalleghe-O2nort.
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Schwitter’s dairy farm in West View, Pennsylvania. Source: Ron Yochum,

private collection.

In 1875, Fred Schwitter married Maria Wehrle (1852–1923),
daughter of immigrants from Baden. 39 It seems that they had two
daughters: Marie or “Mamie” (1883-1960) and Anna Maria (born
1896), but the available data is different and confusing. About 1900,
Marie married Eugene Otto Graf (1875-1940) who carried on his
father-in-law’s milk distribution business. Anna Maria remained
single.
As the new residence had to fit their social status, Fred Schwitter chose to join other business people in building an electrical railway
for a street train to reach their house. It was quite a few miles away
from Pittsburgh, but was certainly a convenience.40
Schwitter’s economic success meant high social status. He was
valued for his cultural engagement such as the “Helvetia Men’s Choir”
with which he attended several singing festivals. He was a deeply religious Catholic and supported the area’s small Catholic group and
even installed a small chapel in his home as well as generously sup39
A Genealogical and Biographical History of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
including Its Early Settlement and Progress to the Present Time (Chicago, 1889), 722s:
https://archive.org/details/historyof alleghe1889cush.
40
Street Railway Journal (May 1892), 320, and (September 1899), 847: https://
catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008897005.
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Schwitter’s Dairy Wagon used to deliver town milk and milk Products.
Source: www.ancestry.com.

ported—$10,000 dollars is mentioned—the building of St. Athanasius
Church in Allegheny City.41
Schwitter visited his old Glarnese home several times and encouraged his siblings to emigrate also. Among them was Franz Josef,
who died in 1873 in Pittsburgh, as well as Balthasar Josef, born 1848.
The latter left the Catholic persuasion and later settled with his family in
Palestine, Texas.42 According to census records, Ferdinand, born 1856,
was living in Pittsburgh. He worked as a farmhand in the house of his
brother Fred. The sister Louisa Caroline, born 1850, also emigrated to
the United States where she married Frank Dafferner and later resided
in Ohio. Isidor, born 1858, went, based on communal records, in 1877
Kind communication from Ronald Yochum, Chief Information Officer of the
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Commission, September 20, 2018. He estimates that
the amount would today be about $300,000.
42
Balthasar Josef Schwitter, born August 27, 1848, in Näfels, emigrated in 1867
to the United States, married Elisabeth Jane Portmann in 1878, and died on September
19, 1936, in Palestine, Anderson County, Texas.
41
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Schwitter family (parents and siblings of Fred) in Näfels, ca1870.
Source: Ron Yochum, private collection.

to the United States but since then has been presumed lost.43
Perhaps for health reasons, Fred considered an occasional stay
in Canton Glarus. He leased his farm and in 1903 purchased a villa in
Oberdorf in Glarus. It was purchased for 61,000 francs from the late
Johann Heinrich Blumer-Tschudi (1812-1899), a spinning manufacturer, and included the greenhouse, gardens, stable, farm buildings, and a
wash house, as well as a full-sized and three half-sized fountains.44 Al43
LAGL, PG Näfels IV B.01.11 Gemeinderatsprotokoll, 14.9.1877. Only three of
the nine children of the Aeschen farmer Fridolin and of Louise Carolina Schwitter stayed in
Näfels: Barbara (1852-1890), Katharina (1854-1932), and Johann Melchior (1866-1883).
44
Laurenz Burlet, Glarus—vom Flecken zur Stadt. Geschichtliche Notizen zu den
Strassen und Gebäuden. Typoskript 1989, Vol. 2, p. 821. In the Inventar der neueren
Schweizer Architektur (INSA), Vol. 4, p. 469, the house at the Oberdorfstrasse 19 is
described as a “spätklassizistische Villenanlage,” with a large economy building and a
glass greenhouse, and was built from 1865-70. In 1945, Hans Andrea Schuler-Iberg and
his sister bought the property. According to the son Dr. Andrea Schuler, the buildings
were demolished, except the “Orangerie” in 1963. The permission for demolition issued
by the commune of Glarus officials mentions as address “Eichenstrasse 25.” As Schuler
remembers, the villa might also have had a house chapel, perhaps built by Fred Schwitter who did the same in his Pennsylvania homes.
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Fred Schwitter, his wife Maria Schwitter-Wehrle, and Mamie in front
of their home in West View, ca1893. Source: Ron Yochum, private collection.
ready three years later, he sold the property for unknown reasons. Passenger lists indicate that Fred Schwitter was accompanied by his wife
and daughter, Anna Maria, after personally managing the purchase as
well as the sale on site.
In 1908, Fred Schwitter visited Switzerland for the last time.
He wrote his last will during a hospital stay in Bern. It designates his
wife as the sole inheritor of his movable and immovable property. As a
proper practicing Catholic, he designated $100 for the priest in Allegheny with the request to have a mass celebrated for him. Fifty dollars
was destined for the same purpose for Pastor Schönbächler in Näfels,
as well as $50 for the Capuchin Monastery. He cancelled his sister
Katharina Feldmann-Schwitter’s loan of 4,000 francs, and enabled his
brother Josef to buy the farm in Palestine. He designated $500 for
Mamie Graf-Schwitter. Finally, there are also three children mentioned
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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Schwitters’ Villa at the Oberdorfstrasse in Glarus, ca1905. Source: www.

ancestry.com.

in his will: Anna Maria living in Westview, “Gertrud, and her younger
little sister whose name I have forgotten.” Those two seem to have
been living under the care of Mary Wagner-Michalec, also in Palestine. Fred mentioned the three (!) as his own beloved children.45 Until
their coming of age, Mary Wagner was to receive $10.00 monthly and
the children $15. If, however, his wife should adopt the two girls, the
Schwitters’ inheritance would be evenly distributed among the three (!)
daughters after her death.46
The obituary in the Glarner Nachrichten mentions Fred Schwitter as “our most
beloved husband, foster father, brother, brother-in-law, and uncle.” Perhaps, it indicates
that all four girls were foster children. As the oldest, Mamie might have received already a larger portion of her inheritance at her marriage, she is awarded only $500 in
the last will, while the possibly adopted Anna Maria and the two girls living in Palestine
received significantly more.
46
There exists a German original of the “Testament” signed by “Fridolin Schwitter” and an English copy in Pennsylvania Wills and Probate Records 1683-1993, Vol.
100-102, No. 136, reachable in www.ancestry.com. The two girls were perhaps Gertrud
Wagner (1899-1994) and Marguerite Catherine Wagner (1903-1974).
45
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Fred Schwitter died on March 14, 1909, in the house of his sister,
Katharina Feldmann-Schwitter, at the Fahrtsplatz in Näfels.
Little is known about the ongoing life of Schwitter’s wife and
about the three minor children. As to the “Schwitter Mansion,” it is
known, however, that Maria Schwitter-Wehrli sold it to Frank Kuhn,
and that finally the district bought it from his widow. In 1943, three
prison cells were possibly established in the previous kitchen, and the
chapel and two bedrooms were remodeled into meeting rooms. Once
the most significant and imposing building in the town, the Schwitter
mansion had become a dilapidated sight by the 1960s:
“Every window in the house had been smashed, the
wooden rails and balistrades that flanked the main stairway
have been sawed off and carted away, the water heater was
stolen and holes had been battered through some of the interior walls. So the old structure that once hosted the aristocracy has fallen from glory before the professional wreckers
set a hand to it.”47

Today, only the name Schwitter Avenue refers to the most successful immigrant from Näfels.

The Feldmanns in Nebraska and Kansas
The four Feldmann brothers from the Rösslistrasse in Näfels
are among those who took advantage of the opportunity to establish
themselves with an advance from the commune as farmers in the United States. Their father, Balthasar Josef (1812-1870), pursued various
occupations. According to the genealogy, he was a woodsman, laborer,
and farmer. This indicates that he most likely owned a small farm, but
was also dependent on various small side jobs.48
In 1850, he was already in debt, went bankrupt, but in two
years he was rehabilitated and received all his previous civic rights

47
Pittsburgh Press, December 21, 1969, p.105: https://archives.postgazette.com/
search/#query=schwitter+mansion.
48
Feldmann was farming at the Gerbe as well as at the Burg, and in 1845 probably was living near Rapperswil.
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Excerpt from the
April 16, 1861, Wiliam Tell Passenger
List. Jakob Fridolin Feldmann traveled with several
emigrants from the
back of the Glarus
Valley with names
such as Luchsinger,
Wild, Dürst, Jenni,
Marti and Zopfi.
Source: www.ancestry.
com.

and rights.49 The couple, Balthasar Josef and Anna Maria FeldmannPfeiffer, had six children: Melchior, born 1840; Jakob Fridolin, 1841;
Margaretha, 1844; Balthasar Josef, 1845; Albert, 1848; and Kaspar,
1851. Melchior and Margaretha stayed in the Canton,50 but their four
brothers chose to emigrate.
Jakob Fridolin was the first to join a larger group of emigrants
from the Glarnese hinterland, and embarked in March 1861 on the ship
William Tell for New York where they arrived on April 16. He settled as
a farmer at Nemaha, Richardson County, Nebraska, and later profited
from the 1862 Homestead Act that enabled farmers to settle on public
land, select a parcel of 160 acres (65 hectares), and register it with their
name at the land office. It finally became his property likely in 1883
when he became a United States citizen.51
Amtsblatt of June 15, and November 2, 1850, and of January 1, 1852.
Melchior (Gen. 122) married Maria Winteler and lived as a butcher in the
“Müsli” in Mollis. Margaretha married Johann Melchior Pfeiffer (Gen.119, Mollis).
The couple too was living in Mollis.
51
U.S. Homestead Records 1863-1908, Land Office Brownville, Nebraska. Entries for Fridolin Feldmann of May 31, 1876, and July 10, 1883: www.ancestry.com.
49
50
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In 1886, Feldmann and his wife Magdalena, born Glarner, resided in Nemaha with their children Mary, age 18; Fred, 16; Henry,
13; Emma, 11; and Maggie, 9. Feldmann died in 1886 or 1888, and
was survived for several years by his wife who had immigrated in
1868.52
Three years after Jakob Fridolin left, his younger brother,
Balthasar Josef, also made the transoceanic journey, arriving in the
United States in May 1864 and settling near his brother in Sabetha,
Kansas. “Bos”, as he was later called in the local press, seems to have
been the most successful of the four brothers. In 1875, he married Barbara Moser (1840-1912), and supposedly owned, at one time, three
farms in Berwick Township. As his descendants have since said, he
managed these farms by himself until 1900 when they were leased.53
In 1877, he made his first return trip to Näfels, and brought his
younger brother back to the United States. Seven years earlier in 1870,
another brother, Kaspar, arrived in Kansas, and he and Bos became
next-door neighbors. In 1884, Kaspar married Elsbeth Fry (1865-1948)
who had also emigrated from Switzerland.
Bos Feldmann built a townhouse in Sabetha, and in 1900 became an American citizen. As the Sabetha Herald 54 reported, Bos undertook a three-month journey to Europe in the Spring of 1914. In
June 1920, Bos made another pleasure trip on the Lapland, as was
recorded on his request for a passport. This time he was accompanied
by his nephew, Carl Ralph, who was born in 1908. Their destinations
included: “Switzerland, Italy, Luxembourg, France, and Belgium.” In

52
Nebraska State Census of 1885. The U.S. Census Records of 1910 has mother
Feldmann living at the home of son Fred, born 1869, and his wife Lizzie in Nemaha,
Nebraska. According to Richardson County Marriage Records, entry of February 24,
1897, on the occasion of the marriage of daughter Maggie, Magdalena Feldmann’s
family name was Glarner: www.ancestry.com.
53
Kind reference from Hans Felber, Weesen.
54
Sabetha Herald, April 23, 1914. The niece, Reeva Allan-Lash, reports that
Bos Feldmann and his family had undertaken an extended European tour in 1900
already and included visiting the world exhibition in Paris. Thanks to Hans Felber,
Weesen for providing this detail. The newspaper is preserved in the Mary Cotton
Public Library in Sabetha, Kansas, available as: http://marycotton.advantage-preservation.com.
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Bos and Kaspar Feldmann’s properties in Berwick, Nemaha County,
Kansas, excerpted from the 1922 Plat Book of Nemaha County. p. 5.
Source: Kansas State Historical Society.

October, they returned from Antwerp to New York on the ship Finland.55 Bos Feldmann passed away in 1927, leaving behind a considerable inheritance, but the heirs were reportedly in disagreement as to
the interpretation of his will.56
Balthasar Josef and Kaspar Feldmann are both buried in
the Sabetha Cemetery as are their spouses and several of their
Passport application of May 19, 1920, and BAR, E2175#1000133#17: Auswanderinnen und Auswanderer GL-GR, according to Cantons 1920: www.ancestry.
com. Feldmann mentions Mollis as his place of residence where he might have visited
the children of his two siblings.
56
Sabetha Herald, May 4, 1927. Bos Feldmann had four children: Albert (18761899), Caspar (born 1879), Susie (born 1879), and Louis (born 1880).
55
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Millie, Nettie and Nellie Feldmann, daughters of Albert and
Sophie Feldmann-German, ca1904. Source: Hans Felber, private

collection.

children. 57 Albert, who had arrived in the United States in 1877 along
with Bos Feldmann, managed a farm south of Humboldt, Nebraska.58
In 1882, he married Sophie L. German (1862-1949) who had already
become widely known. In 1874, she had been abducted by Cheyenne
Indians along with three of her sisters while their parents and other
siblings were killed. The historical conditions, the attack on the Family German (or Germaine), as well as the abduction and recovery of
the four girls have been variously described. The event was widely
reported, and the United States Congress allocated $10,000 for the upbringing of the orphans.59
See www.findagrave.com.
Census Records for 1900 indicate that the Feldmann family was living in
Speiser, Richardson County, Nebraska, and included the three daughters: Millie (15),
Nettie (13), and Nellie (10). The age of Albert is not correct.
59
Among others, by the niece Grace E. Meredith, Girl Captives of the Cheyenne
(Los Angeles, 1927). Also by the Feldmann’s grandniece Arlene Feldmann-Jauken,
The Moccasin Speaks: Living as Captives of the Dog Soldier Warriors, Red River War,
1874-1875 (1998). Also: https://www.pampamuseum.org/german-family-reunion.html.
57
58
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Albert died in 1905. He, his wife, and their children are buried
in Pleasant-Hill Cemetery south of Humboldt.

The Family Oswald in Missouri
In the second to last decade of the nineteenth century, Kaspar
Jost Niklaus Oswald and his wife, Anna Maria, born Züger, decided to
emigrate to the United States. Although Oswald was already 58 years

Kaspar Josef and Emily Electa Oswald-Fowlston with
daughters, Sophia and Barbara Ann, and son Casper David,
ca1893. Source: www.ancestry.com.
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Obituary Picture of Kaspar Josef Oswald (18581938). Source: Donald Oswald.

Kaspar Josef and Emily Oswald ca1935.

Source: Donald Oswald.

old, the grown son Fridolin, born 1862, would make the new start of
the family of five more easy. They boarded the ship France in Le Havre
in early March 1881 and reached New York in good health already
on March 23. After staying for some weeks in Illinois, they settled in
Henry County, Missouri in April.60
The father purchased a farm, but two years later conveyed
it to Fridolin, while the older couple moved to Montrose. According
to a 1919 History of Henry County, Fridolin raised mainly cattle and
managed his 200-acre farm southeast of Urich. Its value had remarkably increased with an impressive farm house and two stables. Oswald
raised livestock and pigs on a large scale, and was counted as one of
the region’s successful farmers, and as an influential and “substantial
Uel W. Lamkin, History of Henry County (1919), p.691s: http://files.usgwarchives.net/mo/henry/bios/obio/oswald.txt.
60
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citizen of the community.”61 In 1884, Fridolin Oswald married Elisabeth Stapf, U.S.-born daughter of an immigrant family from Bavaria.
The family numbered ten children, among them Charles and John who
served in World War I in the U.S. Army.
Fridolin’s older brother, Kaspar, born 1858, had arrived a year
earlier in the United States and first worked in carpentry with his cousin Fridolin Oswald in Alhambra, Madison County, Illinois.62 Later, he
too raised cattle, living the first decades in Missouri, but after 1910 he
was living in Kiowa, Colorado. Like his younger brother, Kaspar Josef
also had a large family. Like his parents, Fridolin Oswald is buried
in Saint Mary’s Cemetery in Montrose, Missouri, while the graves of
Kaspar Josef and his wife, born Fowlston, are in Kit Carson, Colorado.

Fridolin Landolt—a Veterinarian in Trouble
For Fridolin Landolt, emigration was the last possibility to escape the shame of bankruptcy. His professional career had started with
promise. After three years at the veterinary schools of Zurich and Munich, his final grade was “very satisfactory,” and he was “examined” in
Canton Glarus. In early September 1861 after licensed, he announced
himself to prospective customers.63
Four years later, a newspaper report from Glarus may have
severely damaged Landolt’s reputation as a veterinarian:
“Last week in Glarus the owner of a wagon from the Unterland—a veterinarian at that—left his horse in bad weather from
the day through the whole night until mid-morning hitched to
the wagon without food or care, while he himself stayed in a
“He remained with his parents until he was 21 years of age. Since then he has
been engaged in farming and stock raising on his own accord and now owns a valuable
and productive farm of 200 acres situated three miles southeast of Urich. The place is
well improved with a very good farm residence and two barns. He raises cattle and hogs
on an extensive scale and is one of the successful stockmen of Henry County. [. . .] The
Oswald family are prominent in the community and Mr. Oswald is one of the substantial
citizens of Henry County.” Ibid., p. 691s.
62
Census record of 1880. Fridolin Oswald was a master carpenter and later an
architect.
63
Neue Glarner Zeitung, September 3, 1861 and Amtsblatt, 1861, No. 35.
61
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neighboring wine tavern for fun and drink. The next morning,
three persons brought the horse that had collapsed to a neighboring stable where it had to lie the whole day.”64

Landolt contested the accusations and declared that he had been
in Glarus on business and not for fun and drink, and that he had covered
the horse with a good blanket, but someone had abducted his horse and
he had to look for it in vain for a full two hours.65 Despite his assertion,
he was still accused of tormenting an animal. The police court absolved
him because of insufficient evidence, but it fined him for one crown
“because of illegally parking his wagon on the main road.”66
After a few years, Landolt moved his business from Näfels to
Glarus, but apparently he did not have enough customers there, and began “to speculate with cotton,” but went into debt to such an extent that
he needed to mortgage and finally sell his property. With bankruptcy,
he also lost his license and probably fled abroad in the spring of 1872,
while his wife and three minor daughters67 (placed under guardianship)
remained in Canton Glarus.68 Whether he stayed in contact with his
family and possibly supported them is not known.
The Orphan Office in Näfels received notice of Landolt’s death
in the fall of 1890. Meanwhile, his wife and one daughter had also
passed away, while the other two
daughters were living in straight
circumstances. The deceased
father—in the United States “a
Obituary of Fridolin Landolt in
the September 11, 1890, Columbus Weekly Telegram.69 Source:

Columbus Public Library, Nebraska.

Ibid., November 30, 1865.
Ibid., December 2, 1865.
66
Ibid., January 20, 1866
67
Maria Anna “Nanette,” born 1864; Maria Emma, born 1866; and Julia, born 1870.
68
Amtsbatt, June 24 and August 19, 1871, as well as February 24, April 20, and
May 11, 1872.
69
See https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/13664845. Born in 1839, Landolt
was 51 years of age when he died.
64
65
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very respected man” as Kubli-Müller noted in his genealogy—had left
some capital and 40 acres of land. The value of the property was estimated at $400, yet in later correspondence, it listed at only $72.
Finally, the trustee residing in the United States sold the property for $250. The two sisters should have received the stately sum
of SFr. 1,250, but their father had that land entered in the registry
under the name of Fritz Landolt. Consequently, the American officials
doubted whether Fritz was the same person as Fridolin Landolt. It
took two years until the matter was finally resolved and the inheritance was paid.
				

~ Translated by Leo Schelbert

LAGL, AAA, 12/4, 12/5, and 12/6: Regierugsratsbeschluss, October 2, November 20, 1890; March 5, March 26, April 30, May 14, September 1, December 24,
December 31, 1891; and January 14, July 13, August 11, and August 18, 1892. LAGL =
Landesarchiv Glarus.
70
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Teju Cole:
“I Have Experienced Great Freedom
Precisely in Swiss Villages”
by Alexandra Kedves

A metal railing of a viewing terrace is plowing with hard

strokes over the panorama picture of Helvetian mountain tops. On another, an orange protection-net covers a construction site. Slats of a
shutter traverse the view on yet another photography. And over the
postcard idyll of the lake of Brienz a foghorn pushes white and big.
Between 2014 and 2019, the American-Nigerian author, art
critic, and photographer Teju Cole visited Switzerland on and off, and
in 2014 he even lived for six months in Zurich as a writer-in-residence.
Back home in Massachusetts where he teaches at Harvard University,
he offers a pictorial essay with the title “Fernweh,” a yearning to see
distant places: Switzerland cuttings—mostly optically framed Swiss
moments—that mean much more than the country. For Teju Cole,
Switzerland is an image of position from which artists may create in
our restless times. And “Fernweh” does not mean escapism.
Are the many fences, frames, and braces in your pictures,
a translation of the Swiss discourse in narrowness?
I did not experience any narrowness in Switzerland! And I did
not intend to offer a social critique by these frame cuts. I believe, however, that a concentrated view of European countries inevitably also
mirrors subliminally the “Fortress Europe.” And further, that in the
twenty-first century, one may not take any mountain tops before the
lens without subcutaneously pointing to climate change.
63
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		The fortress USA is also being expanded:
Just now Donald Trump imposed a further entry ban—for Nigerians.
That is truly terrible—and unnecessarily brutal. The large country of Nigeria has had ties with the United States for many years. Some
400,000 are living there; some 60 percent have at least a bachelor’s degree.
There is no reason for this nonsense; it is merely a political gesture. For his
base, Donald Trump is playing strong man against Blacks and Muslims.
While in Nigeria only one-half of the inhabitants are Muslims, most of the
others are Christian. It will become very difficult for all Nigerians to travel
to the United States. Anyway, right now, we are living in a nightmare.
At this moment, Democrats try to nominate a savior;
whom do you support?
I don’t want to give any name. But one thing seems to be clear:
We are entering a disaster of historic dimensions. The USA needs to
find a better way of dealing with humans and the environment. We
need a serious commitment to repair the world that we have so seriously damaged—keyword immigration, ecology, healthcare. No single
savior is being called for, also no competitive tournament spirit, Blue
against Red, but a rethinking of society as a whole. In neighborhoods,
in towns, in federal states: everywhere change is needed. At this moment, the USA is a very cruel land.
Do also artists have a responsibility?
Foremost regarding art: I view the task given me as “to clear
the space”: to declutter, to free up the view so that tensions become apparent and ethical possibilities visible. Artists need to be in the world,
may not be detached—but also not be utterly enmeshed in it. They are
not to swing the cudgels of propaganda. But by works of art, we may
feel the intensity of human life: in principle, art transcends ideological or national boundaries, even if one may not understand the detailed
roots of an individual work.
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Why have you created a memorial to Switzerland by “Fernweh”?
Did I do that? Switzerland is a place where one may deactivate
the noise and may, so to speak, be looking from the outside. I never
felt to be Swiss, and a permanent stay would not be in question. But
in Switzerland I could experience a happy being-far-away. The term
“Fernweh” refers to that luck and to the painful yearning for it. Especially in the villages and sparsely peopled landscapes of Switzerland, I
have experienced great freedom—and there are, nevertheless, traces of
human involvement, of the curating of that landscape: fences, railroad
tracks, curtains, old milk cartons. . . . It is not Swiss culture for itself
that interests me. I am fascinated by how a nearly post-apocalyptic
world of human traces might be featured. And my book is like a conversation with the classic tourist photo subjects of Switzerland; much
looks like it is dead, but beneath it, life is vibrating. That is the intangible beauty of the land—in which also poverty is hidden and racism is
no way a foreign word.
You have experienced racism in Switzerland less crudely than James
Baldwin in his times. You are, nevertheless, more pessimistic than he.
Strolling through Leukerbad, I am not stared at like a wild animal as was Baldwin in the 1950s. And if I order a good wine in a nice
restaurant of Zurich, I am served just as courteously as is a white person. The wallet counts. But racism—the fear of the other—is an omnipresent structural matter. A humane answer is missing to that which
drives people to the sea. There is so much money from Africa deposited in Swiss banks: The money is welcome, Africans are not.
One is unhesitatingly involved in the arms trade with powers of
other continents—but, no, refugees are not to come. It is understood:
“They are not us.” Even Swiss on the left tell me: “After all, we do
more than the Austrians.” What kind of argument is that? It involves
life or death. I often think of the Jewish refugee boats that were not allowed to land in the United States.
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What should be done?

I do not have complete solutions. Rather, a principled approach:
each community on this earth is part of a collective project to create a
human world—and everywhere something might be borrowed. Women
of Yoruba society, for instance, have greater strength and self-awareness
than the average U.S.-American. The music and eating in Lagos make
me happy, exactly the way as sitting on a mountain trip in the Grisons.
After the Enlightenment of the West, it had persuaded itself of its superiority and believed it was destined to export itself without concern for
losses. Colonialism was long endured. Art, however, is supranational,
from my beloved Brahms to the Yoruba musicians that I value.
Art as a therapeutic agent for the world?
Not in the way of an injection, and “all is well.” The cave drawings of early people in today’s France are for me like the quintessence of
what we are striving for still today. These artists had basically a clearer
view of reality as we have. Precisely, because their works had been art
for ritual use, they have a depth that our pictures are missing. Of course,
we cannot return to it. But if books, photos, and musical pieces relate to
others, intonate them in their subtext and thus create a dialogue on an
equal footing—then a space opens for which I am longing.
*

*

*

Teju Cole was born in 1975 in the United States and grew up in
Nigeria. He celebrated his success as a writer with the novel Open City
(2011). He is an important voice in photography critique, and works as
a photographer himself. His most recent volume of photography presents pictures of Switzerland taken over some five years. (ked)
Source: Tages-Anzeiger, weekly foreign issue, February 19, 2020, p.
12: Kultur & Gesellschaft.
					~ Translated by Leo Schelbert
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Annual Swiss Days
at the Woodrow Wilson Center
by C. Naseer Ahmad

S

ince 1864, Geneva has played an important role in international affairs in modern history. The city is also famous for the set of
rules known as the “Geneva Conventions.”1 It is also the birthplace of
Henri Dunant,2 the co-founder of Red Cross,3 who received the first
Nobel Peace Prize in 1901. Dunant played a significant role in the
First Geneva Convention, as he was in charge of accommodating the
attendees.

Geneva and the Legacy of President Woodrow Wilson
As a city, Geneva occupied the distinction as the common
ground for international negotiations, resolving disputes, and devising
mechanisms for solving problems confronting humanity. After World
War I ended, there was a dire need for peace, and to have a mechanism
to prevent armed conflict between nations. The quest for peace led to
the creation of the League of Nations.4 Geneva became the seat of this
international organization which remained in existence until new international order broke down again due to World War II.
Following the end of World War II, New York became the city
to host the United Nations (UN), but Geneva continues to have a role
1

tions

https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conven-

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1901/dunant/biographical/
https://www.history.com/topics/19th-century/red-cross
4
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/league-of-nations
2
3

67
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11

70

et al.: Full Issue
68

June 2020 SAHS Review

Palais Wilson
in international affairs where many UN organizations have their central
offices. Geneva’s relevance in international affairs is now more apparent with the lead role that the World Health Organization (WHO) is
promoting and ensuring public health, such as the current Coronavirus
pandemic spreading throughout the world.
Palais Wilson, which was the headquarters of the League of
Nations until its dissolution, is currently the headquarters for the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.5
The building was named for U.S President Woodrow Wilson whose
Fourteen Points6 speech—delivered to the joint session of Congress on
January 8, 1918—outlined the vision for a “stable, long-lasting peace
in Europe and which became the inspiration for the creation of the
League of Nations.”
Before it was named Palais Wilson, the five-story and 225-room
building by Lake Geneva was originally constructed in 1873/75 as Hôtel
5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Office_of_the_United_Nations_High_Commissioner_for_Human_Rights
6
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/wilson-delivers-fourteen-pointsspeech
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National. President Wilson’s name looms large in Switzerland because
of his leadership and his quest for peace. Quai Wilson is the name of the
road that runs along the north shore of Lac Leman from the jetty (Jetee
des Paquis) in Geneva, Switzerland. Hotel President Wilson is another
major landmark in Geneva. Guests can view the Swiss Alps from this
hotel’s Royal Penthouse Suite on the eighth floor where heads of state
including former President Bill Clinton and Soviet Leader Mikhail
Gorbachev stayed overnight.
President Woodrow Wilson
is the only U.S. President to have
earned a PhD. His reformist agenda
brought him to the White House. In
1919, he received the Nobel Peace
Prize for his efforts—“Covenant of
the League of Nations in the Treaty
of Versailles.”7 President Wilson
was an advocate for democracy and
world peace. He is often ranked by
historians as one of the nation’s
greatest presidents.

A Brief Introduction
of the Wilson Center

President Woodrow Wilson

In the United States, the presidential library system consists
of a nationwide network of thirteen libraries that are administered by
the Office of Presidential Libraries, part of the National Archives and
Record Administration (NARA).8 These libraries contain records and
historical materials for every U.S. president—from Herbert Hoover to
George W. Bush.
However, at the time of President Wilson, the presidential library system was not established causing a serious gap. To fulfill this
gap, the U.S. Congress decided to build the Wilson Center in 1968
7
8

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_library
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around the fiftieth anniversary of the Fourteen Points. It is a think tank
for International Scholars—a research site in memory of President
Wilson.
Today, with its national programs, the Kennan and Kissinger
Institute, the Wilson Center is one of the ten leading think tanks in the
world—keeping President Wilson’s memory and legacy alive. Centrally
located in downtown Washington D.C. on a property which served as a
parking lot for many years before the construction of the Ronald Reagan
Building, the Wilson Center is a stage for ideas at the center of power.
Interestingly, the Wilson Center is located in the Ronald Reagan Building, near the monumental National Mall in the heart of Washington D.C. The building is named after U.S. President Ronald Reagan
who incidentally held his first summit with the Soviet Leader Gorbachev in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1985.9
Many people might not know that like the great museums of
the American capital, the Wilson Center is part of the Smithsonian Institution. However, the Wilson Center operates quite differently. It has
its own board of trustees whose members are appointed by the U.S.
president. As a think tank, the Wilson Center is independent of political
party orientation and free from the grip of powerful interest groups.
“Due to the quality of the intellectual work and Wilson Center’s
proximity to decision-makers, this independent think tank becomes an
excellent partner institution for international dialogue and exchange of
ideas,” recalls Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Swiss Ambassador to the
U.S.10 The idea of a partnership for a fruitful exchange is a natural outcome of the long established respect for President Wilson in Switzerland.

Visionary Leaders Behind the
Launch of the Annual Swiss Days
Annual Swiss Days—launched in 2015 as a series of annual
seminars—at the Wilson Center could be considered the brainchild of
https://www.atomicheritage.org/history/reagan-and-gorbachev-geneva-summit
Summarization of Dr. Dahinden’s comments translated into English from Swiss
German in “Europäische Idee und Integration—mittendrin und nicht dabei? Liber amicorum für Andreas Kellerhals.”
9

10
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Professor Andreas Kellerhals, Director, EuropaInstitut at the University of Zurich. Year after year, the Swiss Days help further the dialogue
and focus on some of the important topics drawing the attention of
policy makers and intellectuals in Washington and around the country.
These events are well attended and provide the opportunity to highlight
the long-standing strong ties between the U.S. and Switzerland. They
also illuminate the role many Swiss companies are playing in the U.S.
and global economy.

Dr. Andreas Kellerhals
Dr. Kellerhals is a dynamic leader and educator in Switzerland. His lectures at the University of Zurich among other things offer
“an introduction and an overview of the most important business law
regulations in the United States.” Through his courses, he provides an
introduction to the U.S.-American legal system and the most important “players,” individual areas of business law in depth, and provides
a comparative analysis of the E.U. and Swiss rules. He is a gifted
leader who involves U.S. lawyers according to the subject under discussion.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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An example of Dr. Kellerhals’ wide experience and resourcefulness is the exchange program between the University of Miami and
the University of Zurich. This program “enables students from both
universities to gain an understanding of each other’s legal cultures and
norms through professional and social exchange. The students deal in
depth with comparative legal topics of international business law and
present their findings in English. In addition, students have an opportunity to meet with colleagues from the U.S.”11
In addition to the high regard for and the legacy of President
Wilson, the deep-rooted connections between the U.S. and Switzerland
as well as the sizable foreign direct investment in the U.S. by Swiss
multi-national companies, all provided a basis for the launching of the
Swiss Days at the Woodrow Wilson. But things and events do not occur
without some committed visionaries. The visionaries also need something important, i.e. synergy.
Fortunately, the right leaders were in positions of authority
who provided the needed support for the vision of Dr. Kellerhals to
bring together Swiss personalities with professional experience on the
topics selected for each Swiss Day at the Wilson Center since 2014. Dr.
Dahinden had arrived only a few months earlier as Switzerland’s representative in Washington. Through his soft spoken demeanor, but yet a
highly effective approach, Dr. Dahinden quickly made a lot of friends
and built upon the goodwill for Switzerland developed by his predecessors such as Ambassador Manuel Sager. In those days, the Wilson
Center was led by former Congresswoman Jane Harman, a towering
figure in American politics. Having spent some time early in her career,
she was familiar with Switzerland.
The synergy and brilliance of Dr. Kellerhals made the Annual
Swiss Days a meeting place for people with specific area of expertise
and the stature in Washington. The topics prepared by Dr. Kellerhals
and his colleagues in coordination with the Wilson Center attracted a
motivated audience who not only yearned to learn from the speakers,
but also to challenge them with interesting questions.
https://www.ius.uzh.ch/de/staff/adjunct-professors/tit-kellerhals/Lehrveranstaltung/miami.html
11
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The broad range of topics has been quite impressive since the
inception of the Annual Swiss Days in January 2015 when it began with
discussions on security issues in Europe. Later that year in November
2015, the role of central banks in a globalized world was discussed by
leading experts. A year later in November 2016, strategies to prevent
violent extremism was explored. In November 2017, the opportunities and challenges of foreign direct investment in the United States.
In May 2018, the Annual Swiss Day focused on the “future of the war
and the associated challenges for humanitarian actors.” Last year, in
June 2019, the Annual Swiss Day was focused on “Brittle Boundaries:
Creating Connective Cyber Security Defense.”

Dr. Martin Dahinden
Discussing the Swiss Days, Dr. Dahinden said: “Since the
beginning, the Swiss Days have also included a raclette evening at
the Swiss Residence, where discussions are often held until late in
the evening. An exclusive highlight is the food in a small circle with
outstanding representatives of American law. Some of these encounters have remained unforgettable for me, such as the discussion with
Justice Scalia, the legendary and quick-witted Conservative, whose
surprising death led to a long and intense debate over the renewal
and future direction of the Supreme Court. Exciting and impressive
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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Photograph from an Annual Swiss Day at the Wilson Center.
were the meetings with Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, an iconic figure in the U.S., or Justice Anthony Kennedy appointed by President
Reagan and who often plays a key role in the Supreme Court’s rulings
today.”12
*

*

*

*

As a matter of historical record, it is useful to provide a brief
overview13 by providing the themes of the Swiss Days at the Wilson
Center, the speakers and some biographical information.

12
Dr. Dahinden’s comments translated into English from Swiss German in “Europäische Idee und Integration—mittendrin und nicht dabei? Liber amicorum für Andreas Kellerhals.”
13
Source: The Wilson Center
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Annual Swiss Day—“Security Challenges in Europe in 2015”
—January 2015
This event served as the official launch of the Global Europe
Program’s Swiss Fellowship Program, in partnership with the EuropaInstitut at the University of Zurich. The event was also co-sponsored
with the EuropaInstitut.
The discussion took a broad view of European security challenges in 2015. There was a particular emphasis on the priorities of the
Swiss Chairmanship of the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), particularly in Ukraine and what remained to be
done following the transition to Serbian Chairmanship.
The following is the list of speakers for this event in January
2015:
• Jane Harman, Director, President and CEO, Wilson Center
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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• Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Ambassador of Switzerland
		
to the U.S.
• John Milton Cooper, Global Fellow, former Public Policy
		
Scholar, former Senior Scholar Professor Emeritus,
		University of Wisconsin
• Dr. Kellerhals, Global Fellow, Director, EuropaInstitut at
		
the University of Zurich
• Vladimir Jovičić, Charge d’Affaires, Embassy of the
		
Republic of Serbia to the United States
• Ambassador Oleksandr Chalyi, President, Grant
		Thornton Ukraine
• Maxim Trudolyubov, Senior Advisor; Editor-in-Chief,
		
Russia File, Editor-at-Large, Vedomosti Daily

Second Annual Swiss Day—“Can Central Banks Save the
Global Economy?”—November 2015
This event focused on the ongoing collaboration of the Wilson
Center’s Global Europe Program and the EuropaInstitut at the University of Zurich. The event was also cosponsored by the EuropaInstitut at
the University of Zurich.
The discussion addressed the key issue then—and all of a sudden the Coronavirus that has brought attention again to—the global
economic crisis highlighting the importance of central banks in preventing economic collapse and restoring growth while maintaining financial stability. Central banks had responded with innovative policies
to address these challenges. At the same time, fiscal authorities in many
countries were tightly constrained. Thus, either explicitly or implicitly, many governments were ceding macroeconomic policy authority
to their central banks. Discussion revolved around the sustainability
of the process, and the coordination of policy and national objectives
provided by the U.S. and European perspectives.
The following is the list of speakers for the November 2015 event:
• Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Ambassador of Switzerland
		
to the U.S.
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• Meg Lundsager, Public Policy Fellow, Former U.S.
		
Executive Director and Alternate Executive
		
Director, International Monetary Fund
• Jean-Pierre Danthine, Former Vice President, Swiss
		National Bank
• Laurence Meyer, Former U.S Federal Reserve System
		Governor
• Athanasios Orphanides, Professor, Sloan School of
		
Management, MIT, Former Governor of the
		
Central Bank of Cyprus; former member of the
		
Governing Council of the European Central Bank
• Greg Ip, Former Public Policy Scholar, U.S Economics
		Editor, The Economist

Third Annual Swiss Day—“Transatlantic Perspective in
Fighting Violent Extremism: Challenges and Strategies”—
November 2016
The Wilson Center noted that this event was held in cooperation with the Embassy of Switzerland in the U.S. This was another
example of the leadership of Ambassador Dahinden, who along with
Dr. Kellerhals gave introductory remarks before the experts made their
presentations.
During the discussion, the panelists explored and discussed the
role of the GCERF (Global Community Engagement and Resilience
Fund) in bringing together governments, civil society, and the private
sector to address violent extremism and its main drives; also looking
into broader international setting in which preventing violent extremism and extremist activities take place as well as discuss the best ways
to go forward to coordinate international efforts.
The following is the list of speakers for the event in November
2016:
• Stephen Husy, Ambassador at Large for International
		
Counter Terrorism, Swiss Federal Department
		of Foreign Affairs
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11

80

et al.: Full Issue
78

June 2020 SAHS Review

• Khalid Koser, Executive Director, Global Community
		
Engagement and Resilience Fund
• Jytte Klausen, Wilson Center Fellow and Lawrence A.
		
Wien Professor of International Cooperation,
		Brandeis University
• Lorenzo G. Vidino, Director, Program on Extremism,
		
George Washington University Center for Cyber
		
and Homeland Security

Fourth Annual Swiss Day—“Foreign Investment in the
United States: Challenges and Opportunities”—November
2017
As with the previous year’s event, this event was held in cooperation with the Embassy of Switzerland in the U.S. and the EuropaInstitut at the University of Zurich. Ambassador Dahinden and Dr.
Kellerhals gave introductory remarks before the experts presented their
views.
The discussion revolved around the opportunities and challenges of foreign investors in the U.S. with a special focus given to
Switzerland as the sixth largest investor in the U.S.
The following is the list of speakers for this event in November
2017:
• Dr. Robert S. Litwak, Senior Vice President and Director
		
of International Security Studies
• Dr. Andreas Kellerhals, Global Fellow, Director,
		
EuropaInstitut at the University of Zurich
• Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Ambassador of Switzerland
		
to the U.S.
• Jim Creevy, Vice President of Government Relations, ABB
• Anne McKinney, Director, Investment Services,
		
SelectUSA-U.S. Department of Commerce
• Nancy McLernon, CEO, Organization for Internal
		Investment (OFII)
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Fifth Annual Swiss Day—“The Future of War and Challenges for Humanitarians – featuring the President of ICRC
(International Committee of the Red Cross)”—May 2018
As with prior years, this event was held in cooperation with
the Embassy of Switzerland in the U.S. and the EuropaInstitut at the
University of Zurich.
During the discussion, Peter Maurer, President, International
Committee of the Red Cross, discussed some of the major future challenges for humanitarian relief and the rules of war.
The following is the list of speakers for this event in May
2018:
• Jane Harman, Director, President and CEO at the
		Wilson Center
• Dr. Andreas Kellerhals, Director, EuropaInstitut at the
		
University of Zurich
• Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Ambassador of Switzerland
		
to the U.S.
• Peter Maurer, President, International Committee of the
		Red Cross

Sixth Annual Swiss Day—“Brittle Boundaries: Creating
Connective Cyber Security Defense”—June 2019
This event, like in the previous years, was held in cooperation
with the Embassy of Switzerland in the U.S. and the Europa Institut at
the University of Zurich.
During the discussion, the assembled experts discussed the
state of cyber threats, especially to critical infrastructure and options
for building a global collective defense. The cyber security threat environment can be characterized by independent actions with “brittle
boundaries.”
The following is the list of speakers for this event in June
2019:
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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Dr. Robert S. Litwak, Senior Vice President and Director
of International Security Studies
Dr. Martin Dahinden, former Ambassador of Switzerland
to the U.S.
Dr. Andreas Kellerhals, Director, EuropaInstitut at the
University of Zurich
Andre Kudelski, CEO, Kudelski Group
Evan Wolff, Global Fellow, Partner, Crowell & Moring
Paige Adams, Group Chief Information Security Officer,
Zurich Insurance Group
*

*

*

*

The following part of this article provides some contextual information about some of the Swiss Days events at the Wilson Center:
• Foreign Investment in the United States: Challenges
		and Opportunities
• The future of War and Challenges for Humanitarians
• Creating Collective Cyber Security Defense in
		Challenging Times

Foreign Investment in the United States:
Challenges and Opportunities
While the stock market, particularly in the U.S., had been on
a tear in 2017, significant anxiety exists in the United States which is
perhaps created by the coarse nature of political discourse in the country. In this divided political environment, some words like “foreign,”
“global,” and “multi-lateral” started to carry negative connotations.
During the Fourth Annual Swiss Day, the Wilson Center in
cooperation with the EuropaInstitut, held a special event to discuss
“Foreign Direct Investment: Challenges and Opportunities.” The distinguished panel—moderated by Dr. Kent Hughes, Wilson Center Public Policy Fellow, featured Dr. Robert Litwak, Senior Vice President,
Wilson Center; former Swiss Ambassador Martin Dahinden; Professor
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Andreas Kellerhals, EuropaInstitut, University of Zurich; Jim Creevy,
Vice-President, ABB; Anne McKinney, Director, Investment Services
SelectUSA, U.S. Department of Commerce; and Nancy McLernon,
CEO, Organization for International Investments—provided some excellent food for thought and sound arguments. With lucid arguments,
the panelists made a sincere effort to dispel wrong perceptions and
educate the public with verifiable statistics.
“Switzerland’s Economic Footprint in the United States—
Creating Jobs and Supporting the U.S. Economy” was a most impressive document available to the conference participants. This document
was based on data made available by the U.S. Department of Commerce’ Bureau of Economic Analysis. Using this data, Ambassador
Dahinden mentioned that the Swiss direct investments resulted in the
creation of jobs in all 50 states in the U.S. Furthermore, the average
salary of $103,200 in the jobs created by Swiss companies ranks top in
the large investing countries.
China’s meteoric rise from the rough and tumble days of the
Cultural Revolution to the economic juggernaut has everyone on the
edge of their seats these days. Nancy McLernon reminded the audience
of almost similar fears created by the rapid growth of the Japanese
economy. Citing the benefits of foreign direct investment, McLernon
mentioned that the cosmetic giant L’Oreal, the largest manufacturing
plant in the world, is located in Arkansas—not France. Furthermore,
she informed that the plant is solar powered with “zero waste”—an additional ecological highpoint.
“Success in the U.S. can help ensure success globally,” said
Anne McKinney while discussing SelectUSA and reaffirming that the
U.S. remains the land of opportunity. “Our communities and economy
benefit from the investment,” she added.
Underscoring the optimistic view about the U.S., both Dr.
Dahinden and Jim Creevy mentioned that the Swiss multinational
corporation Asea Brown Boveri (ABB) has made U.S. the hub for
global research and development (R&D). These speakers noted that
the investments are primarily driven because of the attractiveness of
the market and the innovations at breakneck speed. Creevy mentioned
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11
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that ABB is in touch with the communities that the company works in
and invests in its people.
Speakers at this conference recognized that in the rapidly
changing economy, the workforce would benefit if it were flexible and
willing to adapt. This means that to take advantage of the cross-border
investments, workers should be willing to switch careers with technological innovations and market demands. Prosperity will follow when
workers continue to make themselves attractive to the cross-border
companies investing in America.

The Future of War and
Challenges for Humanitarians
There is a general recognition that changes in technology landscape, and world events present a host of challenges. Humanitarians
who play a critical role in helping bad situations from getting worse
face increasingly daunting challenges.
During this seminar, everyone in the distinguished list of speakers had something to contribute with their words, prior experience, and
questions answered. The seminar highlighted the unique role that Switzerland plays in world affairs, because the country is the birthplace of
the International Committee of the Red Cross, as well as many other
platforms that help humanity.
It is helpful to understand what it means to be a professional
humanitarian in order to discuss the future of war and the challenges
for humanitarians, The Journal of Humanitarian Assistance at Tufts
University14 while explaining the roots of humanitarianism does highlight three traditions: (1) private charity and caring for those who suffer, (2) provision of relief to alleviate hardship after and during war,
and (3) to act in a neutral way and not to seek to affect the outcome of
the fighting.
The roots of these traditions are traced back to Henri Dunant
who, as mentioned earlier in this article, was the key Swiss personalhttps://www.ius.uzh.ch/de/staff/adjunct-professors/tit-kellerhals/Lehrveranstaltung/miami.html
11
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ity motivated to relieve human suffering during armed conflicts. These
traditions have found roots across the ocean. For example, Clara Barton—founder of the American Red Cross—who risked her life to bring
supplants relief to the soldiers in the field during the Civil War. Florence Nightingale, inheriting a liberal-humanitarian outlook from both
sides of her family—became an icon in the persona of “The Lady with
the Lamp” making rounds of care for the wounded soldiers at night
during the Crimean War.
The cries of human suffering found a voice in modern times
during the Balkan Wars. “The Cellist of Sarajevo” by Steven Galloway
focused on the struggle to maintain humanity in an inhuman place.
The Balkan Wars, as well as many ongoing tragedies like the
carnage in Congo, remind us of the quotation of Albert Einstein in the
“Cellist of Sarajevo”: “We cannot despair of humanity, since we ourselves are human beings.”
From this perspective, Dr. Dahinden brought hands-on experience with his prior role as Director of the Geneva Center for Demining.
Peter Maurer, President, International Committee of the Red
Cross since 2012, and the keynote speaker, brought deep insights into
the discussion with his vast experience in diplomacy as well as humanitarian relief which include being elected as Chairman of the Burundi
Configuration of the U.N. Peace Building Commission. Describing the
changing nature of wars, he talked about the complexities created by
new actors such as non-state actors and factors such as climate change.
There is an unprecedented “vast scale of need . . . with 65 million people displaced” by armed conflict and violence, said Maurer. In
his estimate, the loss is around $14 trillion which is roughly 12-15%
global GDP.
While discussing the major challenges faced by humanitarians,
Maurer mentioned that “conflicts are compounded by structural risks”
such as income inequality, drug trade, unemploymen,t and civil unrest.
Speaking about the challenges, he listed the drastic changes
brought about by the fourth industrial revolution. Furthermore, he
commented that “today’s actors don’t behave in the same way” as in the
past where hierarchy played an important role. However, challenges
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also provide opportunities for partnerships by pooling expertise. He
cited an example of partnership with Novo Nordisk—the Danish multinational pharmaceutical company who “assisted diabetic civilians”
trapped in conflict zones.

Creating Collective Cyber
Security Defense in Challenging Times
Researchers nowadays say that: “PIN codes, individual letters,
and whole words can be recovered with the right app,” according to a
report in the June 6, 2019, Washington Post. This is an exemplar of the
security threats that individual citizens, corporate entities, governmental, and non-governmental organizations increasingly face nowadays.
The massive data breach of the U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) in 2015, the hacking during the 2016 U.S. Presidential
elections, the WannaCry ransom ware attack in 2017, the Baltimore
City ransom ware attack, and the Bangladesh Bank heist are examples
of situations which require collective efforts to thwart criminals and
hostile acts by state as well as non-state actors. These efforts require
innovation, thinking out of the box and diplomacy because coordination as well as cooperation is needed both between countries and international organizations.
The Woodrow Wilson Center’s Science Technology and Innovation Program in coordination with the University of Zurich’s EuropaInstitut and the Embassy of Switzerland organized a seminar on June
6, 2019—as part of the Sixth Swiss Day at the Wilson Center—which
brought together experts with deep understanding of the issues as well
as technological innovations such as artificial intelligence.
In his introductory remarks, Dr. Martin Dahinden stated: “Cyberspace is everywhere. Despite the importance of national legislation, and national cyber defense action, international cooperation is
pivotal for success, as are new approaches.”
For effective coordination and cooperation in order to combat
cyber-attacks and mitigate emerging threats in an era of ever-increasing digitalization, mutual understanding must exist. In this regard, Dr.
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Dahinden said, “Both the United States and Switzerland have a knowledge-based economy. They generate wealth primarily by creating and
using knowledge which means working with and combining data. The
digitalization of the economy and society is opening up possibilities
beyond the imaginable. And both our countries have the capability and
the spirit to cross new frontiers, not only for themselves, but for mankind.”
In his keynote address, André Kudelski, CEO of The Kudelski
Group, emphasized that “Hackers have been working faster than the
defense. That is also showing that today, generally speaking, on the
European continent . . . people do not realize how serious an issue this
is. And if you think that about six months is needed to find that there is
an intrusion, imagine all the secrets that can be stolen in an organization.”
Highlighting the disparate attention given to Cyber security,
Dr. Kudelski said “If you look at how people are perceiving cyber
threats, in North America, it is the number one element on the agenda
of the CEO. If you compare it to Western Europe, it is not in the top
three.” Thwarting criminal elements and malicious acts by hostile state
and non-state actors will require uniform standards for the coordinated
efforts to be effective. Influential voices in think tanks like the Atlantic
Council and powerful corporations like Microsoft are also calling for a
Geneva Convention on Cyber security.
Providing out-of-the-box thinking, Evan Wolff, Wilson Center
Global Fellow and Partner, Crowell & Moring suggested adopting the
“special teams” approach, as used in American football, which applies
both defensive and offensive techniques to achieve Cyber security. In
his opinion, one of the weaknesses is that “we have no special teams
when it comes to cyber.” Wolff added that “what we are moving towards is an offense and defense where we work collectively, and in a
much more fluid movement.” This is important because cybercrime has
no borders.
Paige Adams, Group Chief Information Security Officer
(CISO) for Zurich Insurance Group emphasized the importance of
basic hygiene from a cyber security perspective to minimize risk,
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which can be mitigated but not always eliminated. He added that “If
you have a CISO, it has been shown that the cost per record of a data
breach is decreased by about $4.00 per record on the average, at least
in the U.S. But those things add up.”
Emphasizing the view presented by Dr. Dahinden, points that
digitalization is opening up new opportunities, Adams talked about the
growing demand for Cyber security professionals. He thought that the
traditional four-year college degree route may not be providing the talent needed. The cyber skills gap is significant with an estimated three
million jobs deficit.
In the context of the Cyber skills gap, Adams mentioned the
Swiss-based apprenticeship model used by Zurich Insurance in training Cyber security professionals who have the aptitude. Under this
program, apprentices spend about sixty percent of the time on-the-jobtraining (OJT), and forty percent of the time in formal classroom training. According to Adams, this program is “exceeding all expectations.”
He further said that the added benefit of the apprenticeship program is
that the apprentices are not held down by the burden of school debt.
Cyber security skills would create “new collar jobs” for the workforce
needed for collective Cyber security defense in these challenging times.

Swiss Scholars at the Wilson Center
The following is the list, in alphabetical order, of Swiss Scholars along with brief biographical notes, the duration of their visit at the
Wilson Center, and the respective topics of research performed while
working as a visiting scholar at the Wilson Center—courtesy of the
Wilson Center staff:
• Samuel Kiran Beroud (January 9, 2017-April 28, 2017)—a Research
Assistant at the Graduate Institute, Geneva, and a PhD candidate at
the University of Geneva. His research focuses on the transformation
of international economic governance in the 1970s and early 1980s,
and in particular on the Group of Seven (G7). He graduated from the
University of Lausanne in 2011 and was a visiting student at Columbia
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University in 2012 and Sciences Po, Paris, in 2013-2014.
Topics of Research:
		
The Post-Oil Shock Economic Stabilization
		
of Europa, 1975-1977—New Realism Rather
		Than Neoliberalism?
• Andreas Gross (October 10, 2017-January 26, 2018)—born and
lived early for seven years in Japan, educated in Basel, studied history
and political science in Zurich and Lausanne; lifelong work as journalist
since 18 years of age; specialist of direct democracy in science (research
in Berlin and Stanford), engagement (coauthor of many popular initiatives against the army, in favor of Swiss-U.N.-membership), teaching at
German and other universities from 1992-2017); member for 24 years
of the Swiss Parliament (House of Representatives); 21-year member of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg (44
reports; 99 election-observations, 8 years leader of the social democratic
group and member of the leading institutions). Author of many books of
Direct Democracy, Crises of Democracy, Europe and Democracy.
Topics of Research:
		
Comparison between the Problems, Debates
		
and the Reforms about the Polities of Direct
		
Democracy of Switzerland and the U.S States
		
of California, Oregon and Colorado since the
		
Turn of the Century
• Maria Luiza Aberceb Carvalho (Malu) Gatto (June 4, 2018-September 28, 2018)—is a postdoctoral researcher (Oberassistentin) at
the Department of Political Science of the University of Zurich and
a member of the Latin American Center. Previously, Gatto was at the
Department of Politics and International Relations of the University of
Oxford, where she completed her PhD (DPhil). Gatto’s current book
project tackles the puzzle of why male-dominated legislatures adopt
gender quotas and offers the first theory and analysis of gender quota
adoptions centered around the behavior of male legislators. More generally, Gatto’s work explores questions about the gendered dynamics
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of political behavior, representation, and policy-making with a regional
focus in Latin America, especially Brazil. For instance, she is currently
developing projects on the impact of Dilma Rousseff’s impeachment
to the perception of women in politics in Brazil; the ways in informal
recruitment and appointment practices affect women’s political presence; and, the gendered consequences of political dynasties.
Topics of Research:
		
Establishing Women in the Anti-Establishment Era
• Hannes Grassegger (September 4, 2018-December 21st 2018)—
Technology Reporter, Das Magazin, Zurich, Switzerland
Topics of Research:
		
How Facebook’s Laws Shape U.S-Politics
		
and How U.S-Politics Shape Facebook’s
		
Global Set of Rules
• Tobias Naef (January 14, 2019-May 10, 2019)—is a doctoral student
at the University of Zurich. He holds degrees in law (MLaw, BLaw)
and political science (BArts) from the Universities of Bern and Zurich.
In 2018, he received a scholarship from the Swiss National Science
Foundation to conduct research for his doctoral thesis as a visiting fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law at the University
of Cambridge and the Institute for Information Law at the University
of Amsterdam. He previously worked for the Swiss Foreign Ministry,
a boutique law firm in New York, the World Trade Institute at the University of Bern, and the Europe Institute at the University of Zurich.
Tobias Naef is a co-founder and current board member of Zurich based
foreign policy think tank foraus—Forum Aussenpolitik.
Topics of Research:
		
Data Protection and International Trade Law
• Liliane Stadler (September 3, 2019-December 20, 2019)
Topics of Research:
		
Swiss foreign policy towards the Soviet
		
occupation of Afghanistan, 1979-1989.
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• Adis Merdzanovic (October 6, 2014-January 30, 2015)—is a political scientist who has just finished his PhD thesis dedicated to “Imposed
‘Consociational’ Democracy in Bosnia and Herzegovina” at the Departments for Political Science and Philosophy of the University of
Zurich (UZH), Switzerland. His research focuses on constitutional order in divided post-conflict societies using the perspective of political
theory, in particular the theory of ‘consociational’ democracy. At UZH,
he was also co-teaching a course on the European Union’s accession
and neighborhood policy.
Topics of Research:
		
“Normative Constraints in U.S and E.U
		
Intervention Policies. The Example of
		Post-War Bosnia-Herzegovina”
• Erik Jentges (October 6, 2014-January 30, 2015)—is an interdisciplinary researcher working on social theory and political communication. He received his doctorate in sociology in 2009 at Humboldt
University, Berlin, Germany. As a senior teaching and research associate in the mass communication and media studies department, he has
been affiliated with the NCCR Democracy at the University of Zurich,
Switzerland. Research interests include: theory of political representation; process sociology and field theory, interest groups, conceptual
work on charisma, and power. Dr. Jentes has affiliation as a researcher,
University of Zurich: Head of Continuing Education, Institute of Mass
Communication and Media Research (IPMZ)
Topics of Research:
		
“Political Capital and Charismatic Leadership:
		
Comparing U.S Presidents and Swiss Federal
		Councilors”
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In the Turmoil of the Civil War:
Swiss Emigrant Daniel Schmid
of the Union Army
by Fabian Braendle

S wiss immigrants to the United States fought in the Ameri-

can Civil War on both sides. About 6,000 fought on the side of the
Union, while the number of those who joined the Confederacy is not
known.1 Some even rose to prominence reaching the rank of General.
Daniel Schmid, a common soldier, who was born in 1834 in the Swiss
town of Buchs, Canton St. Gallen, and joined the Union Army of the
North. In his autobiography that he wrote for his numerous brothers in
Switzerland, Schmid provided much detail about his war experience. It
was quite common at the time to write for the benefit of relatives about
one’s fate abroad. Daniel Schmid sent his account, titled Memoriale, to
his brothers in 1893, quite some years after the events.
In his memoir, Schmid not only dealt with his experiences in
the war, but also wrote about his economic activities, the host country’s political struggles, and about his complex familial circumstances.
He was an alert observer and skillful narrator, and offers captivating
sketches of battles, features their horrendous dimensions, and highlights the incredible stress that a common soldier had to endure.
As the son of a well-to-do father, Daniel Schmid could attend
secondary schools, among them the Industrial School in Winterthur. He
1
Heinrich L. Wirz and Florian A. Strahm, Schweizer im Amerikanischen Sezessionskrieg 1861-1865 (Bern, 2012). About 100 Swiss were officers, six reaching the
rank of General. Jürg Weibel, Captain Wirz. Eine Chronik (Bern, 1991). Charles A.
Raeuber, “Ein Schweizerregiment im Amerikanischen Bürgerkrieg 1861 bis 1865’, in:
Burgenverein Untervaz (Hg.), Untervazer Dorfgeschichten (Chur, 2011), 2-15.
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was skilled in writing and worked in various offices as an accountant,
also his last position in the Union Army. He was, therefore, quite well
prepared to write his autobiography. Authors of supposedly modest origins have been quite successful in presenting their life stories in a most
positive way.2
The manuscript of Daniel Schmid’s memoir was owned in
the 1970s by the Albert Maurer-Goetz family in Buchs. The historian Othmar Studer of Canton Aargau transcribed large portions of the
manuscript and published them in a brochure.3 The text exemplifies
Swiss emigration as it evolved in nineteenth century Switzerland, and
illustrates Swiss participation in the peopling of the northern Western
Hemisphere where the indigenous world was largely annihilated.4
As in other centuries, the Swiss in search of economic prosperity were also involved as individuals and as groups in the conquest
and resettling of the northern Western Hemisphere. Some succeeded,
others returned home, still others experienced failure. Daniel Schmid
stayed in the United States, although reintegration into civil society
after the war proved difficult. He strove to become economically independent, but failed several times and was unable to succeed in the
context of keen competition.
Before Daniel Schmid’s experiences in the American Civil War
are presented, a note on his childhood and youth will be in order. He
was born into a large family of substantial and secure means. As a boy,
he could play outdoors in fields as well as forests. He took risks that
at times led to harsh punishment by his father. To earn some money,
Daniel took on errands such as taking care of the mail of a Müller
relative. At age thirteen, he got drunk for the first time due to inexperience, which made him unable to do his duty. In 1847, during the
James S. Amelang, The Flight of Icarus: Artisan Autobiography in Early Modern Europe (Stanford, 1998), 38.
3
Othmar Studer, ed. Erinnerungen eines Amerikaschweizers im 19. Jahrhundert.
Heimatkunde Vereinigung Furttal, 10 (1973), 43 pp.
4
Overviews are André Holenstein, Patrick Kury, and Christina Schulz, Schweizer Migrationsgeschichte. Von den Anfängen bis zur Gegenwart (Baden, 2018). Leo
Schelbert, Switzerland Abroad. Historical Contours of a Nation’s People Global Presence (Swiss American Historical Society, 2019). German edition: Von der Schweiz anderswo. Historische Skizze der globalen Präsenz einer Nation (Zürich, 2019).
2
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short civil war between Swiss liberal Protestant and the conservative
Catholic cantons of the Swiss Confederacy, the Schmid family sided,
of course, with the Liberals, and later he, his father, and a friend visited
the battlefield of Gislikon near the city of Luzern. They were shocked
by the numerous carcasses of dead cattle killed in the encounter by
artillery fire.
After Secondary School, Schmid took a position at a bank in
Winterthur and attended the town’s industrial high school. He then
moved to Zurich to accept a well-paid position in the establishment
of the successful businessman J. H. Fäsi. In 1854, the 20-year old
Schmid heard that two young men of Buchs with the name of Daniel Pfister and Andreas Gnepf planned to move to the United States.
“And since I had felt the urge to travel for a long time already, I got
infected with America fever and contacted my future travel companions. But as I had feared, my father did not want to hear anything
about it.”5 He reproached his son, pointing out that his parents had
incurred many expenses in furthering his education and that he could
not simply run away. Daniel stated, in turn, that Mr. Fäsi had told him
“that he was not happy with his performance, and that he had to make
a change.”6
Daniel even considered joining the Foreign Legion that was
searching for recruits. He was also afraid that in returning to Buchs,
the townspeople might consider him to be a failure. Finally, however,
Daniel was able to implement his emigration plans, but almost reconsidered when his mother began to bitterly cry at his departure.
Like other emigrants, Daniel Schmid told of a host of fraudulent people who were surrounding him in New York and hoped to
take advantage of the “greenhorn”. The letter of recommendation of
his previous employer, Mr. Fäsi, proved useless, so finding suitable
work was most difficult. Consequently, Daniel moved on to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he began an apprenticeship as a barber. However, he
earned very little and finally considered it as progress when he found
employment with a Swabian immigrant who owned a restaurant. There
5
6

Studer, ed. Erinnerungen, 8.
Ibid.
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he had to take care of loads of beer bottles. The work was hard and
boring. He became depressed, lost interest in life, and suffered from
homesickness. He also witnessed political strife when the so-called
Know-Nothings, xenophobes who detested German and Irish immigrants, went on attack. Bloody encounters could hardly be contained.
Eventually, the Swiss immigrant was able to find a better position with
a Mr. Baenninger, a hotel owner from Zurich. Meanwhile he fell in
love with a married woman from northern Germany, and they had an illegitimate child. Luckily, Daniel had become proficient in English and
obtained a well-paid position as a bookkeeper in a firm that dealt with
fire insurance.
The American Civil War marked by some 600,000 casualties
and immense destruction has been widely narrated in numerous publications. Interpretations of the events vary greatly and imputations of
guilt remain to this day. Eyewitness and participant Daniel Schmid realized in 1860 that “political strife intensified and that normal business
suffered from day to day.”7 He labelled slavery as a “Schandfleck,”8 but
realized that it had been the creation of a separate union, the Confederacy, that sparked the outbreak of the war as well as the election of
Abraham Lincoln as President.
President Lincoln was a staunch defender of the inviolability
of the Union. The North had initially greatly underestimated the number of men needed for the Union Army, and active recruitment proved
to be necessary. Daniel Schmid volunteered despite the opposition of
his German partner who did not want to lose the family’s main provider. He was assigned to the 9. Sharpshooter Company of Ohio commanded by Colonel Mortimer McCook, in which numerous officers
and soldiers were of German or of Swiss descent.
The recruits were trained at Camp Dennison and then sent to
the front in June 1861: “thus a quick packing of the field sack, the
covers rolled up, rations and ammunition collected, the chief hornist
giving the signal, and us thousand men marching with hurrahs to the
train station where a long train is waiting for us. It is boarded in or7
8

Ibid., 12.
Ibid., 13.
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derly fashion, then the steam-horse carries us toward enemy territory,
initially to West Virginia.”9
Soon soldier Schmid experienced his baptism of fire at the
Battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky. This engagement was won by the
Union side. “Often one is asked,” he commented, “how it feels when
one moves into the line of fire, and I can only tell of my own experience. Once the attack starts and one knows that the shooting is beginning, one is naturally anxious and wishes that everything will happen
quickly. If one hears the shots and as bullets are uncomfortably hissing
nearby, cold and hot shudders roll up and down your back. But when
one is able to open fire oneself, the excitement grows and quick maneuvering, gun smoke, and the thundering of the artillery guns become
exciting.”10 A battle implies terrific noise that rises and diminishes, and
its effects have become part of a historical subtopic, called “sounds
history.”
It was not only the battle noise that tested the troops, but also
the dirt, the hunger, and the thirst. The rations of fallen enemies were
not spurned. So-called foraging, partly a code word for plundering,
occurred daily and was to cost many an acting soldier his life. Alcohol
consumption was an additional problem. Brandy was part of the iron
ration and proved quickly to become addictive. Once, when Schmid’s
companions plundered a restaurant, horrible fighting broke out. Soldiers had become “bestially smashed”11 and were rolling on the floor.
Some claimed that the alcohol had been purposely poisoned, and
drunken men had to be hospitalized. Schmid was merely reporting as
an observer of the drunken medly and possibly had stayed sober. Once
he met a Texan whom he had gotten to know when he had worked at
Baenninger’s Hotel, but they could not stay in contact.
Of course, there were not only active battles to endure, but also
life in the trenches and sieges as when Corinth was encircled. At times,
the opposing sharpshooters made life hellish for each other. On one
occasion, however, the bitter enemies agreed to spare each other, first
Ibid., 15.
Ibid., 18.
11
Ibid., 23.
9

10

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol56/iss2/11

98

et al.: Full Issue

June 2020 SAHS Review

96

calling each other by “friendlier words.”12 Finally, they even met and
exchanged goods: “The Southerners had brandy and tobacco, while
the Northerners had good coffee.”13 (Similar exchanges are reported to
have occurred in World War I across the trenches.)
Soldier Schmid did not have to stay in the trenches, however,
but instead was serving at Fort Wayne when peace was restored in
1865. After the war, he served in the army as a secretary before he returned to Ohio. There he married his partner, and, thereby, legitimized
his children. Occupationally, things did not turn out very well. The
time for successful business ventures had not yet arrived, at least for a
career-changer.
Schmid later became an independent businessman, started
various enterprises among them a business that sold cigars. Capitalist
competition was fierce, and although a veteran, he did not enjoy special
privileges. These were reserved for the clientele of the new monetary
powers, the ex-soldier critically observed. Even a general was accused
of being sympathetic to the former rebels, and even the popular General Ulysses S. Grant was not immune from reproach.
Schmid once again became an employee, selling ropes and
threads. He tried managing a saloon, until brawling drove peaceful customers away. Finally, Schmid found a good position as an accountant
and partner in a new brewery. In 1891, he moved to Monroe, Ohio,
where he belatedly received his military pension. His last job was serving as an accountant at a brewery in Philadelphia. Such was the life of
this Swiss soldier of the Union Army.

12
13

Ibid., 27.
Ibid., 29.
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In Memorium . . .

Sabine Jessner Schlinger
(1924-2019)

Sabine Luise Marianne Jessner Sehlinger died in Indianapolis
on November 3, 2019. She was a professor of French history; the first
woman president of the Indiana Academy of the Social Sciences; president of the Swiss-American Historical Society; several times president
of the Indianapolis Wellesley Club; and the author of articles in historical journals and a biography of Edouard Herriot, French prime minister
in the 1920s.
Born in Breslau, Germany, in 1924 to a Prussian father and a
Swiss mother, Sabine was reared in Breslau and in Bern and Neuchâtel,
Switzerland. With her parents and brother, she came to New York in
1941. After graduating from Wellesley College and Columbia University, she taught at Smith, Mount Holyoke, and Brooklyn Colleges and
Kent State University, and then for 20 years at Indiana University, Indianapolis, where she also served an early Director of Women’s Studies.
She and Peter J. Sehlinger, a history colleague at Indiana University, Indianpolis, married in 1977. Following her retirement in 1989,
Sabine and her husband lived in Indianapolis and Key Colony Beach
in the Florida Keys. In Indianapolis, she was a member of the Trinity Episcopal Church, the Indianapolis Woman’s Club, the Woodstock
Club, and the Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. In Marathon, Florida,
she was a member of the St. Columba Episcopal Church and the Marathon Yacht Club. Sabine and her husband gave of their time, talents,
and treasure to their parishes in Indianapolis and Marathon.
Dr. Sehlinger is survived by her husband Peter; and two nephews, Matthew Jessner, Brussels, Belgium; and Gregory Jessner, Pasadena, California. Contributions in her memory may be made to the
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Legacy Fund of Trinity Episcopal Church, 3243 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, Indiana 46206, or Planned Parenthood of Indiana and Kentucky, 200 South Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206.
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In Memorium . . .

Ilse M. Bachmann
(née Langhans)

(December 21, 1932-October 12, 2019)
Ilse Margarete Langhans was born in Allenstein, East Prussia
(in present-day Poland), on December 21, 1932, the only daughter of
Wilhelm Langhans and Margarete Emelie Issler. Her father was Oberstadtsgaertner (head city gardener) in nearby Koenigsburg until he was
drafted into the German Army during World War II and killed in action,
leaving behind Margarete, Ilse, older brother Juergen, and younger
brother Dieter to fend for themselves when they and thousands of other
ethnic Germans fled Russian forces invading East Prussia in the winter
of 1944.
After a harrowing escape and internment in a refugee camp
in 1946, the family was able to make their way into Switzerland.
Margarete had been a Swiss national until her marriage to Wilhelm,
when she had to forsake her Swiss citizenship and take that of her
husband’s, but after the war, Switzerland permitted former Swiss war
widows like Margarete to be repatriated. This allowed the family to
start a new life in Schaffhausen.
This small city by the Rheinfalls is where Ilse, at age 14, met
the man with whom she would spend the rest of her life, Heinz B Bachmann. They married in 1958, settled in Zurich, had two sons (Heinz G
and Urs B) until 1963, when wanderlust lured the young family first to
Morocco, then Liberia (where daughter Monika was born), and ultimately to the United States in 1966.
Ernest intentions of returning to Switzerland after a few exploratory years gradually faded, and in due course, first Ilse (and Monika) in
1994, and soon the rest of the family obtained U.S. citizenship. While
Ilse and Heinz would return unfailingly every summer for decades to
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their homeland and house on the Untersee (Lake of Constance,) the
U.S. remained their home for the remainder of her life.
Open spaces first in Potomac, Maryland, and then for the last
27 years near the base of Sugarloaf Mountain in Comus, northwest of
Washington, D.C., allowed Ilse to raise and enjoy her beloved Jack
Russell Terriers. She devoted her energy towards equestrian pursuits,
particularly dressage, eventing, and fox hunting, becoming an accomplished horsewoman. She was a respected 50-year member of the Potomac Hunt and various other horse-related organizations.
Heinz’s occupation as a development economist at the World
Bank enabled her to accompany her husband on several mission trips
to Africa and the Middle East. She passed away at home, aged 86, with
her family at her side, after a long battle with dementia.
Ilse is survived by her husband Heinz of 61 years, children
Heinz Georg of Stow, Massachusetts; Urs Bernard of Rye, New Hampshire; and Monika M Bachmann of Clarksburg, Maryland; daughterin-laws Wendy Bachmann and Katherine Bachmannl son-in-law Jim
Whitnah, and grandchildren Nicholas, Madeline, Daniel, and Henry
Bachmann. Circumstances permitting, the family is planning a private
memorial service in Switzerland later this year.
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